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OLD  PARISH  CELEBRATES  275th  ANNIVERSARY 


The  First  Congregational  Church  of 
Sheffield  (Old  Parish  Church)  will 
celebrate  the  275rl1  anniversary  of  its 
founding  and  the  250th  anniversary  of 
the  construction  of  the  meeting  house 
this  fall.  Old  Parish  was  organized  on 


ticipants  are  encouraged  to  wear 
Colonial  clothing  and  the  sermon 
will  be  typical  of  those  heard  in  the 
18th  century,  delivered  by  the  current 
Pastor,  The  Rev.  Jill  Graham. 
To  honor  the  anniversary,  The 


Oct.  22, 1735,  when  its  first  minister,  The    Rev.  Geoffrey  A.  Black,  president  of 


Rev.  Jonathan  Hubbard  was  installed. 
The  church  building  still  used  by  the 
congregation  was  erected  25  years  later 
when  the  original  building  on  the  Shef- 
field Plain  became  too  small.  The  build- 


the  United  Church  of  Christ,  will 
preach  and  lead  worship  on  Sun., 
Nov.14,  at  1:30pm,  followed  by 
refreshments  after  the  service.  United 
Church  of  Christ  congregations 


ing  is  the  oldest,  and  the  congregation  the    in  Berkshire  County  and  Sheffield 


second  oldest,  in  Berkshire  County. 

Numerous  events  will  mark  this  mile- 
stone. Beginning  Sept.  28,  the  Church 
and  the  Sheffield  Historical  Society  will 
co-sponsor  a  commemorative  exhibit  at 


residents  will  be  special  guests. 

Old  Parish  was  the  original  town 
meeting  house,  and  it  was  there  the 
Sheffield  Declaration  of  1733  was 
adopted.  The  steeple  and  bell  were 


the  Stone  Store,  and  on  Oct,  2  the  annual    added  in  1819  when  the  building  was 
Spirit  Walk  in  the  Center  Cemetery  will      moved  to  its  present  location  from  the  f 


Old  Parish  Church  on  the  Sheffield  green- 


feature  notable  people  who  have  been  side  of  the  highway. 

part  of  the  Church's  past.  For  the  first  100  years  of  Old  Par-     the  0ldest  church  building  in' Berkshire  County. 

The  actual  anniversary  of  the  found-  ish's  existence,  it  was  the  only  religious 

ing  of  the  church  will  be  held  on  Fri.,  Oct.  institution  in  town.  Such  exclusivity 

22,  beginning  at  6pm  at  the  American  was  considered  a  good  thing — it  allowed 

Legion  with  a  dinner  and  entertain-  the  town  to  devote  its  full  energy  to  the 

ment  hosted  by  John- Arthur  and  Trudy  ministry  of  one  church.  Like  most  New 

Weaver  Miller.  It  will  be  open  to  the  pub-  England  Puritan  towns,  Sheffield  was  not 


lie.  Tickets  are  $25  for  adults;  children 
under  12  are  free. 

A  Colonial  Worship  Service  will  be 
held  at  10am  on  Sun.,  Oct.  24.  Par- 


SHEFFIELD  TIMES  BEGINS  10th  YEAR 

With  this  issue,  the  Sheffield  Times  enters  its 
10th  year  of  publication. Thank  you,  all  who 
have  made  it  possible! 


very  tolerant  of  other  faiths. 

The  Congregational  Society  and 
the  Town  were  separated  in  1825,  and 
Congregationalism  was  disestablished  in 
Massachusetts  in  1834.  Shortly 
after,  the  fruits  of  religious  liberty 
and  diversity  blossomed  in 
Sheffield.  Ashley  Falls  Method- 
ist Church  came  to  town  in  the 
early  1840s,  Christ  Episcopal 


Church  in  1866,  Our  Lady  of  the  Valley 
in  the  1920s.  We  no  longer  have  patience 
with  religious  intolerance.  Now,  Shef- 
field's religious  institutions  make  a  point 
of  cooperating  with  each  other.  Most 
participate  in  the  annual  Christmas  Tree 
Lighting  Ceremony  and  contribute  to 
the  Good  Samaritan  Fund  and  the  Food 
Pantry.  Many  participate  in  the  annual 
Good  Friday  processional. 

A  commemorative  book  is  being 
published  to  mark  Old  Parish's  anniversary 
event.  Hats,  aprons,  bags  and  note  cards 
are  also  being  produced  to  commemorate 
the  occasion.  — John  Wightman 


In  This  Issue 

Community 

Construction  at  Berkshire  School  3 

Farmers'  market  4 

Good  Dog  Foundation  5 

Trails  and  treks  in  Sheffield  6 

Tin  Can  Sailors  8 

Covered  Bridge  Park  9 

Sheffield  in  Celebration  10 


Church  news  12 
Library 

Events  and  programs  1 3 
Village  Green 

Board  of  Selectmen  meeting  minutes  14 

Police  Dept.  camp  19 

Planning  Board, Town  Clerk  20 

Commission  on  Diabilities,  recycling  21 


Organizations  &  Businesses 

South  County  Market  22 
4H, American  Legion,  Salisbury  Bank     23 

New  businesses  in  town  24 

Historical  Society,  Kiwanis  news  26 

Land  Trust  news  27 

Cobble  news,  events  28 

Fire  log,  real  estate  transfers  30 

Calendar  page  3 1 


Advertise 

in  a  hometown 

paper! 

The  Sheffield  Times 

accepts  advertisements  from... 
h>     Sheffield  businesses 
H>     Sheffield  residents 
H>     Regional  businesses 
that  benefit  Sheffield 

No  editorial  or  political  advertisements 

Contact  Tara  White 

at  229-7754  or 

sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 

for  rates  and  information 


Sheffield 


Community  Newsletter  for 
Sheffield  &  Ashley  Falls,  MA 

Editors:  Kathy  Orlando  &  Andrea  Scott 

Layout:  Andrea  Scott 

Advertising  Sales:  Tara  White 

Distribution:  Inez  Flinn,  Dave  Smith,  Sr. 

Staff:  Sandy  <Sl  Dale  Alden,  Rae  Eastman, 

Gillian  Hettinger,  Ellen  Rowntree,  Peter 

Rowntree,  Judy  Schumer,  Ellen  Weiss, 

Barbara  West,  John  Wightman 


Published  by 

The  Sheffield  Association 

P.O.  Box  1339 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 

www.sheffieldtimes.org 

Working  since  2001  to  foster  communication 

among  the  people,  businesses  and  organizations 

of  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls 


Photo  credits:  Andrea  Scott,  page  1,13;  Berkshire  School,  3;  Town  of 
Sheffield,  3;  Kathy  Orlando,  2, 10, 11,14,  IS,  27;  Gillian  Hettinger,  5; 
Gary  &  Judith  Schumer,  6,  7,  24,  25;  Howard  Swanson,  8;  Webster 
Ingersoll,  9;  Marion  Whitman,  11;  Police  Dept.,  19;  Barb  Davidson, 
22;  Diane  Williams,  23;  The  Trustees  of  Reservation,  28. 


Big  birthday.  Art  Batacchi  celebrates  his  90th  surrounded  by  family  and  friends  on 
July  18.  The  party  took  place  at  his  son  and  daughter-in-law's  house  on  Lime  Kiln  Rd. 
Art  was  born  and  raised  in  Sheffield,  where  he  still  works  on  the  family  farm.  Genera- 
tions of  well-wishers  filled  the  tent  and  surrounding  area,  and  enjoyed  sharing  memories. 


SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES! 

If  you  haven't  sent  in  your  contribution,  do  it  now!  See  page  31. 

AND  THANK  YOU! 

Thanks  to  all  our  loyal  and  generous  supporters!  You  keep  us  going. 
If  we  missed  you  in  this  issue,  we'll  catch  you  in  the  next 


Blanche  Bennett 

Berkshire  Boat  Building  School 

Jonathan  &  Susan  Curtiss 

Robert  &  Ann  Dean 

Claire  Height 

Leatrice  Kushiefsky 

Robert  Macy 


Lester  Morrell 
Libby  O'Connor 
Richard  &  Gecelia  Riggins 
Bob  &  Priscilla  Rueger 
Phyllis  &  Shawn  Samuels 
Sabina  Ullrich 
Rene  Woods 
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partly  supported  by  advertising. When  you  make  a  donation,  you  help  make  future 
issues  possible  and  you  get  the  Sheffield  Times  in  the  mail.  See  the  coupon  on  page  27. 
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NO  SUMMER  BREAK  FOR  CONSTRUCTION  AT  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL 

While  the  students  at  Berkshire  School  were  enjoying  their 
summer  vacation,  there  was  no  rest  for  the  100-plus  workers 
involved  with  four  major  building  projects  on  campus. 

The  most  dramatic  of  the  projects  was  the  razing  of  two 
structures  built  before  the  Roaring  Twenties  started  to  roar — the 
7,151  square-foot  Glenny  House,  home  to  several  headmasters 
and  later  a  dormitory,  and  the  mammoth  46,464  square-foot 
Memorial  Hall,  built  in  memory  of  the  five  Berkshire  alumni 
who  died  in  World  War  I  and  once  the  hub  of  the  school.  A  total 
of  14  workers  were  involved  in  the  demolition,  including  some 
from  Joe  Seward  &  Sons  Electrical  Contracting  of  Sheffield. 

A  new  math  and  science  building  is  planned  for  the  site 
overlooking  Buck  Valley.  The  project  will  be  put  out  for  bid 
in  late  fall,  pending  approval  of  the  school's  board  of  trustees, 
says  Tim  Fulco,  Sheffield  resident  and  Berkshire's  director  of 
facilities  management.  In  the  meantime,  the  area  has  been  filled, 
covered  with  topsoil,  and  seeded. 

At  the  same  time,  the  second  and  third  floors  of  Allen  House, 
a  dormitory  attached  to  Memorial  Hall,  were  gutted,  leaving 
only  the  foundation,  framing  and  stucco  interior  untouched. 
The  renovated  dorm,  featuring  23  student  rooms  (each  with 
two  beds),  four  faculty  apartments  and  one  common  room,  has 
all-new  walls,  windows,  roof  and  plumbing,  heating  and  electrical 
systems.  Some  50  workers  were  involved  in  this  project,  includ- 
ing Gable  Electric,  Pittsfield  Pipers  and  Virgilio  Construction  of 
Pittsfield,  and  Berkshire  Control  Mechanical  of  Lenox. 

The  school's  music  room  had  been  in  the  addition  to 
Memorial  that  was  torn  down,  so  the  former  offices  of  the  dean 
of  students  and  director  of  activities  in  the  Rovensky  Student 
Center  have  been  converted  into  a  music  center  featuring  rooms 


As  Memorial  Hall  became  a  memory,  the  second  and  third  floors 
of  adjacent  Allen  House  were  being  renovated. 

for  chorus  and  jazz  band  plus  six  individual  practice  rooms,  an 
office  and  a  recording  studio.  Johnston  and  Johnston  of  New 
Marlborough  was  the  general  contractor  on  the  project,  which 
involved  21  workers.  In  the  spring  a  new  dance  studio  had  been 
built  in  the  former  weight  room  in  the  gymnasium,  featuring 
flooring  by  Shook  General  Floor  Sanding  of  West  Stockbridge. 

Finally,  12  new  Har-Tru  tennis  courts  are  being  built  on 
the  southern  end  of  campus  just  east  of  the  softball  field.  The 
project  on  the  two-acre  site  has  involved  20  workers,  with  Joe 
Wilkinson  and  Sons  Excavating  and  Wilkinson  Contracting, 
both  of  Sheffield,  leading  the  charge,  with  electrical  work  by  Joe 
Seward  &  Sons.  — James  Harris 


SENIOR  CENTER  ON  TRACK  FOR  OCCUPANCY  BY  END  OF  THE  YEAR 


Workers  have  also  been  busy  at  another 
construction  project  in  town,  the  new 
Senior  Center  that's  being  built  behind 
the  American  Legion  Hall  on  Route  7. 

"Construction  is  on  time  and  on 
budget  so  far,"  says  Joe  Kellogg,  the  town's 
Administrator  who  is  also  the  project's 
manager.  He  says  that  by  the  beginning 


of  September, workers  will  start  to  close 
in  the  building,  installing  windows  and 
siding  and  completing  the  roof.  Park- 
ing areas  and  driveways  are  slated  to  be 
installed  in  the  next  three  weeks. 

Once  the  building  is  closed  in,  the 
plumbing  and  electrical  work  will  begin. 

"We're  on  schedule  for  occupancy  in 


late  December,  early  January,"  says  Kellogg. 

Fundraising  continues  for  furnishing 
the  building,  since  the  grant  funding  the 
project  barely  covers  construction  costs. 
Some  cabinetry  will  have  to  be  done 
down  the  road.  The  Friends  of  the  Senior 
Center  are  holding  a  benefit  tag  sale  in 
September.  See  page  8  for  details. 


Shaping  up: 
the  Senior  Center 
on  Cook  Ave. 
behind  the 
American  Legion 
Hall  on  Route  7. 


■'-■  ?':- 


Community  News 


THE  SHEFFIELD  FARMERS'  MARKET:  GOOD  FOOD,  GOOD  HEALTH 


My  wife,  Kathy,  and  I  have  been  residents  of  Sheffield  and  owners 
of  a  small  farm  here  for  more  than  30  years.  So  we  have  a  stake  in 
seeing  Sheffield  thrive  as  a  "farm  friendly"  community.  The  Shef- 
field Farmers'  Market  is  vital  in  that  effort. 

The  Market  is  now  in  its  10th  anniversary  season  of  bringing 
fresh  produce  and  other  items  to  the  center  of  town  on  Friday  af- 
ternoons. This  year,  I've  been  happy  to  see  it  revitalized  with  a  new 
market  manager,  new  farmers  in  addition  to  the  regulars  and  an 
affiliation  with  the  Nutrition  Center  in  Great  Barrington. 

The  Market  fosters  a  sense  of  community  for  Sheffield.  It's 
a  place  where  farmers  and  neighbors  can  meet  and  chat — about 
food,  the  weather,  whatever. 

I  myself  have  learned  a  lot  by  talking  with  the  farmers.  I  have 
to  admit  I  wasn't  very  familiar  with  eating  kale,  chard,  collard 
greens  or  garlic  scapes.  On  different  Fridays,  I  asked  Laura  Meis- 
ter  at  the  Farm  Girl  Farm  stand  for  a  lesson  in  how  to  prepare 
these  foods.  I  came  away  with  simple  recipes  that  I  prepared  that 
evening  to  Kathy's  delight. 

Dominic  Palumbo  of  Moon  in  the  Pond  Farm  explained 
how  to  roast  one  of  his  organic  chickens.  Yes,  they  are  "expensive," 
but  they  are  so  succulent  and  intensely  flavored  that  we  happi- 
ly stretched  one  chicken  to  two  meals,  with  potatoes  and  greens  as 
accompaniment. 

The  bread  from  Berkshire  Mountain  Bakery  is  a  regular  stop 


SAVE  THE  DATE! 

for  the  LAND  TRUST'S 
FALL  PROPERTY  WALK! 

Saturday,  October  23 
12  noon 

Come  for  a  guided  walk  on 
conserved  land  off  Bow  Wow 
Rd.,  just  east  of  Giberson  Rd. 


The  Sheffield  Land  Trust 
www.shefland.org 

Sheffield^*  Call  229-0234 

I^ldTniSt        f0r  more  information 


THANK YOU 

Thanks  to  all  our  customers  for  making 

our  1 0th  Anniversary  season  a  success. 

Our  final  market  this  year  is  Sept.  3,  but 

we  are  already  planning  for  201  I .  For 

more  information  or  to  get  involved 
please  visit  our  web  site  www.theshef- 

fieldfarmersmarket.com  or  call  (4 1 3) 
644-897 1 .  -  Billie  Best,  Market  Manager. 

ANOTHER  WAYTO  SHOW 
YOUR  SUPPORT 

The  Sheffield  Farmers'  Market  is  happy 
to  receive  contributions  to  help  defray 
expenses — advertising,  signage,  insur- 
ance and  such. To  enable  contributions 
to  be  tax-deductible,  the  Market  has 
partnered  with  the  Nutrition  Center 
in  Great  Barrington.  Contributions 
may  be  sent  to  the  Nutrition  Center 
(write  Sheffield  Farmers'  Market  on 
the  memo  line),  94  West  Ave.,  Great 
Barrington,  MA  01 230. 


(oh,  that  toasted  flax  seed  or  the  sour  dough  baguettes!).  Roberto 

Flores  from  Good  Dogs  Farm  taught  me  the  delight  of  turnips — 

a  food  at  which  I'd  previously  turned  up  my  nose,  Try  them  raw, 

diced,  iced  and  clipped 

in  brine  of  lime  and  rice 

wine  with  salt.  What  a 

surprise! 

And  so  it  went  from 
stand  to  stand  over  the 
summer. 

The  past  few  weeks, 
the  Market  has  been 
featuring  cooking  by  lo- 
cal chefs:  Sarah  Dibben 
from  Stagecoach  Tav- 
ern and  Lawrence  Da- 
vis-Hollander, food  au- 
thor and  chef  Watch 
food  prepared  from 
three  or  four  simple  in- 
gredients from  today's 
market,  taste  it  and  take 
home  the  ingredients 
and  the  recipe! 

Lately  Bruce  How- 
den  has  been  bringing 
his  fresh  picked  corn 

to  us  himself,  giving  marketgoers  a  chance  to  chat  it  up  with  one  of 
our  community's  best  raconteurs.  You  can  find  his  corn  in  some  of 
our  best  grocery  stores  but  you  can't  find  Bruce  handing  it  to  you! 

For  those  of  us  that  might  need  a  little  gift  for  a  birthday  or 
a  house  present,  Billie  Best  of  Crazy  Wife  Farm  sells  numerous 
cheeses,  soups,  olive  oil,  jams  and  preserves  and  other  delicacies  col- 
lected from  various  local  sources  for  good  eating. 

The  benefits  of  shopping  at  the  Sheffield  Farmers'  Market  ex- 
tend way  beyond  the  food  you  take  home.  The  market  exemplifies 
and  brings  together  several  of  the  threads  of  what  food  writer  Mi- 
chael Pollan  calls  "the  Food  Movement  Rising."  People  who  shop 
there  are  supporting  local  jobs  by  spending  food  dollars  with  local 
businesses.  They  are  supporting  a  clean  environment  by  purchasing 
food  that  has  a  small  ecological  footprint.  They  are  preserving  open 
space  on  productive  land  and  ensuring  the  future  of  our  farms  and 
farmers.  They  are  fostering  appreciation  for  our  region's  agrarian 
heritage.  By  eating  better,  they  are  helping  to  relieve  pressure  on  our 
health  systems.  They  are  helping  sustain  the  land,  the  people,  and 
the  businesses  that  provide  food  at  the  market,  at  the  food  pantry, 
in  restaurants  and  stores,  and  on  the  farm.  When  they  shop  at  the 
Sheffield  Farmers  Market  they  are  making  a  difference. 

If  we  want  our  town  to  thrive  and  be  vibrant  as  a  Right  to  Farm 
community  and  destination,  we  need  a  thriving  farmers'  market.  It 
is  in  the  best  interest  of  us  all.  Thus  the  market's  motto:  "Healthy 
Farms,  Healthy  Food,  Healthy  You." 

Hope  to  see  you  at  the  Farmers'  Market.  It's  open  Fridays  3:30- 
6:30pm.  Tell  your  friends!  — Neil  Chrisman,  Pine  Tree  Farm 


GOOD  DOG:  HELPING  HUMANS  HEAL 


Local  realtor  Sandra  Preston  shares  a  passion  with  the  Queen 
of  England — Welsh  corgis. 

The  corgi  is  a  type  of  small  herding  dog  that  originated 
in  Wales.  The  derivation  of  the  word  "corgi"  is  not  exactly 
known,  but  it  is  probably  from  the  Welsh  cor  gi,  meaning 
"dwarf  dog,"  Corgis  are  alert,  fun-loving,  even-tempered  and 
confident.  Not  surprisingly,  then,  Queen  Elizabeth  has  at 
least  four  corgis  at  all  times  and  Sandra  Preston,  who  has  had 
corgis  for  35  years,  has  Rosie,  a  much-beloved  one-year-old 
corgi  who  has  now  been  certified  as  a  therapy  dog  with  the 
Good  Dog  Foundation. 

Founded  in  1998,  the  Good  Dog  Foundation  began  provid- 
ing "therapy  dog"  services  in  New  York  area  hospitals  and  has 
now  spread  to  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Connecticut,  and  Massa- 
chusetts, providing  services  to  people  in  health  care,  social  service, 
educational,  and  community  facilities.  After  the  9/11  terrorist 
attacks,  Good  Dogs  visited  family  members  of  victims  at  the 
city's  Family  Assistance  Center  and  accompanied  them  on  trips  to 
Ground  Zero.  In  November  2005,  Good  Dogs  visited  survivors 
of  Hurricane  Katrina  along  the  battered  Mississippi  Gulf  coast. 

Sandra  was  asked  to  get  involved  in  the  Foundation  by  a 
friend  in  Amenia.  Training  and  certification  to  become  part  of 
the  program  involves  10  weeks  of  training,  teaching  dogs  and 
their  handlers  obedience  and  therapy  skills  so  they  can  safely  and 
successfully  navigate  in  clinical  and  social  settings.  Dogs  and  their 
handlers  undergo  continual  assessments  about  their  fitness  for 
therapy  dog  service  and  must  meet  stringent  criteria  to  become 
certified.  To  maintain  the  best  quality  service,  teams  are  recerti- 
fied each  year.  The  training  costs  $500  for  the  classes,  and  there 
are  yearly  dues. 

After  a  dog  and  its  handler  are  certified,  the  Good  Dog 
Foundation  places  its  volunteers  in  facilities  of  their  choosing.  In 
Connecticut,  Sandra  and  Rose  have  worked  with  Noble  Hori- 
zons in  Salisbury  and  with  Sharon  Hospital.  In  New  York  they 
have  worked  in  Columbia  Memorial  Hospital  and  with  a  reading 
program  for  underprivileged  children  in  Hudson. 

Asked  about  patients'  reactions,  Preston  replies,  "They're 
thrilled  to  see  Rosie — it's  enough  to  make  you  cry." 


THE  FRIENDS  OF  THE  SENIOR  CENTER 

PRESENTS 

A  HUGE  BENEFIT  TAG  SALE! 

Friday,  Sept.  17,  9  to  5 
Dewey  Hall 

People  with  items  to  donate,  can  bring  them  to 
Dewey  Hall  on  Thursday,  Sept.  16  after  1pm. 
Questions?  Call  Michelle  Harwood  at  229-3060. 


A  study  at 
Purdue  Univer- 
sity is  just  one  of 
many  that  have 
shown  the  thera- 
peutic value  of 
the  interraction  Rosie  tht  cor& 

between  people  and  animals.  In  that  study,  people  in  contact 
with  animals  experience  a  decrease  in  blood  pressure,  reduced 
anxiety  and  a  general  feeling  of  well-being.  The  therapeutic 
value  of  animals  for  people  in  nursing  homes,  hospitals  and 
hospices  has  been  well  documented  and  people  are  often 
perceived  to  be  more  happy  and  healthy. 

Sandra  says  that  staff  members  of  health-care  facilities 
are  "always  thrilled  to  have  us  come."  Having  had  a  highly 
successful  career  for  many  years  in  the  Sheffield  area,  she 
now  says  that  being  part  of  the  Good  Dog  Foundation  "is  the 
most  rewarding  thing  I  have  ever  done,"  and  good  dog  Rosie 
definitely  loves  her  participation. 

If  anyone  is  interested  in  becoming  part  of  this  dynamic  and 
altruistic  group,  Sandra  would  be  glad  to  answer  questions.  Further 
information  can  also  be  found  on  the  website  www.thegooddog- 
foundation.org.  — Dr.  Gillian  Hettinger 


LIVE  WITH 
BEAUTY! 

The  Sheffield  Land  Trust,  Egremont  Land  Trust 
and  Housatonic  Valley  Art  League  invite  you  to 

A  SPECIAL  ART  SHOW 

the  weekend  of  October  16-17 
to  benefit  the  land  trusts' 

Sheffield-Egremont  Corridor  Project 

"Images  from  the  Fields"  will  feature  paintings  in  all  media 

of  scenes  from  that  iconic  landscape.  Proceeds  of  the  show 

benefit  the  artists  and  the  project. 

American  Legion  Hall 

Route  7,  Sheffield 

Saturday  hours:  10  to  6 

Sunday  hours:  10  to  4 

Reception:  Saturday,  3  to  6 

Call  Joe  Baker,  528-9385  for  more  information. 


Community  News 


TRAILS  AND  TREKS  IN  SHEFFIELD 


Sheffield's  fortunate  location  in  the  Hou- 
satonic  Valley,  with  the  Taconic  Ridge  to 
the  west  and  the  Berkshire  Hills  to  the 
east,  has  given  the  town  a  diverse  geogra- 
phy of  fields,  forests,  and  mountains.  A 
long  history  of  farming,  careful  steward- 
ship and  generous  land  conservation 
and  donations  have  kept  Sheffield's  rich 
heritage  and  rural  character  intact. 

All  that  has  also  also  given  our  town  a 
rich  network  of  hiking  and  nature  trails. 
Traversing  varied  topography  and  unique 
biospheres — Sheffield  is  a  flyway  for 
many  birds  and  has  one  of  the  highest 
concentrations  of  rare  plant  and  animal 
species  in  Massachusetts — these  trails 
offer  residents  and  tourists  alike  many 
chances  for  hiking,  walking,  nature  study 
and  bird  watching. 

The  Appalachian  Trail 

Many  hikers  come  to  town  while  pass- 
ing through  on  the  Appalachian  Trail  (AT), 
which  runs  along  the  Taconic  Ridge  in  the 
west  part  of  town,  then  across  the  valley  to 
June  and  East  Mountains  in  the  northeast. 
The  AT  has  many  access  points  and  feeder 
trails  that  offer  part-day  or  full-day  hikes. 

One  is  on  Route  41,  just  north  of 
Salisbury  Rd.,  a  very  well-marked  entry 
with  parking  for  about  10  cars.  A  display 
board  describes  the  trail's  elevation  and 
distance.  A  quick  walk  down  a  path  and 
through  a  field  begins  the  Race  Brook 
Trail.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  after  the 
parking  area,  the  trail  splits.  To  the  right, 
there  is  a  short,  easy  20-minute  hike 


to  the  bottom  of  Race  Brook  Falls.  In 
the  late  spring  or  after  a  heavy  rain,  the 
falls  are  spectacular.  Hardier  hikers  can 
branch  left  and  follow  the  blue  blazes  up 
to  the  AT  and  the  saddle  between  Mt. 
Race  and  Mt.  Everett.  On  a  clear  day, 
there  are  great  views  from  the  top,  but 
this  is  a  strenuous,  all-day  hike,  with 
many  very  steep  sections.  Round  trip:  6 
to  8  miles. 

A  less  demadning  hike  to  the  AT  at  the 
top  of  the  Taconic  Ridge  is  the  Mt.  Everett 
Trail,  which  starts  at  Berkshire  School.  The 
school  provides  public  entry  to  the  trail- 
head,  in  back  of  a  maintenance  building  at 
the  rear  of  the  property.  The  clearly  marked 
Elbow  Trail  meanders  up  the  mountain, 
with  a  few  moderately  steep  sections. 
It  eventually  comes  to  Guilder  Pond,  a 
pristine  mountain  lake  that  is  surrounded 
by  true  old-growth  trees,  250  to  300  years 
in  age.  An  easy  path  circles  the  pond. 

From  there,  you  can  take  either  the 


The  trailhead  at  Race  Brook  on  Route  41 
leads  to  waterfalls  and  to  the  Appalachian 
Trail,  which  runs  along  the  top  of  the  ridge. 


The  view  northwest  from  the  Taconic 
Vista  Trail  at  the  Lime  Kiln  Nature 
Sanctuary  on  Silver  St. 

trail  or  a  gravel  road  the  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  to  the  summit  of  Mt.  Everett,  at 
2,624  feet  the  second  highest  peak  in  the 
state.  (You  can  also  drive  up  through  the 
town  of  Mt.  Washington  and  park  at  the 
entry  to  the  1,356-acre  Mt.  Everett  State 
Reservation  and  walk  a  shorter  distance, 
though  there  are  still  some  steep  sections.) 

Just  before  the  summit  is  a  rock 
outcrop  where  you  can  enjoy  the  best 
views  of  the  valley  below.  At  the  summit, 
a  cement  block  marks  what's  left  of  the 
fire  tower  that  was  removed  a  number 
of  years  ago.  The  round  trip  takes  three 
to  four  hours.  For  the  very  adventurous 
hiker,  it's  possible  to  head  south  on  the 
AT  from  the  summit  and  come  down  on 
the  Race  Brook  Trail,  or  to  head  north 
and  come  down  at  Jug  End  Road  in  Egre- 
mont.  These  are  long  hikes  and  require 
cars  at  both  ends. 

The  AT  stretch  from  Jug  End  Rd., 
past  South  Egremont  Rd.,  near  the 
Shay's  Rebellion  Monument,  and  Route 
7  is  fairly  level,  with  fields  and  bogs.  The 
trail  crosses  the  Housatonic  River  on  the 
Kellogg  Rd.  bridge  and  eventually  comes 
to  the  intersection  of  Kellogg  Rd.  and 
Boardman  St.  The  section  from  there 
up  the  western  rim  of  June  Mountain  is 
about  a  two-mile  woodland  hike  up  and 
down  June  Mountain  with  no  views. 

At  Home  Rd.,just  south  of  Great 
Barrington,  there  is  a  small  parking  area 
and  clearly  marked  AT  signs.  A  moder- 


ate  30-  to  40-minute  hike  on  this  part  of 
the  trail  leads  you  to  a  large  rocky  ledge 
that  offers  panoramic  views  of  the  sur- 
rounding countryside.  In  every  season 
it's  a  perfect  spot  to  have  lunch  and 
breathe  in  the  beauty  of  the  Berkshires 
before  heading  back  to  Home  Rd.  (The 
trail  continues  on  for  four  miles  or  so 
into  Monterey,  through  woods  and  past 
moss-covered  rock  walls  and  the  huge 
cleft  of  the  Ice  Gulch.) 

Nature  trails 

Gentler  trails  can  be  found  in  many 
places  in  Sheffield.  The  Lime  Kiln  Farm 
Wildlife  Sanctuary  which  was  donated 
to  Mass  Audubon  in  1990  and  opened  to 
the  public  a  few  years  ago,  is  on  Silver  St. 
Its  two  miles  of  trails  are  clearly  marked 
with  blue  blazes  leading  away  from  the 
parking  area  and  yellow  blazes  leading 
toward  it.  The  relic  of  an  old  lime  kiln  can 
be  seen  on  one  trail  and  the  Vista  Trail 
has  scenic  western  and  northern  views. 
The  trail  is  free  to  Sheffield  residents. 
Non-residents  are  asked  to  put  a  small  fee 
into  the  donation  box. 

The  Drury  Trail,  traversing  a  65 -acre 
nature  preserve  that  was  donated  to  the 
Nature  Conservancy  by  Virginia  and 
Roger  Drury,  is  on  Barnum  St.  approxi- 
mately 1.2  miles  south  of  Salisbury  Rd. 
There  is  no  trailhead  sign  but  there  is  a 
small  dirt  pullout  for  two  cars.  The  trail 
was  opened  to  the  public  in  1997  and  is 
part  of  the  nearly  1,000  acres  of  protected 
land  along  Schenob  Brook.  The  1.5-mile 
trail,  with  yellow  trail  markers,  passes 
through  a  19th  century  limestone  quarry. 


The  trailhead  to  the  new  trail  by  the  cem- 
etery on  Salisbury  Rd.,  on  land  owned  by 
the  Sheffield  Land  Trust. 

Trail  maintenance  was  recently  done  by 
volunteers,  and  there  are  new  boardwalks 
over  the  boggy  parts,  which  makes  walk- 
ing very  easy. 

The  trail  circles  Captain  Barnum's 
Hill,  on  whose  west  side  is  Robinson's 
Pond,  where  the  patient  visitor  might  see 
a  great  blue  heron  fishing  in  the  water. 
An  older  trail  heads  south  along  the  edge 
of  the  pond  and  then  southeast,  with 
occasional  yellow  trail  markers  visible  on 
trees.  A  hiker  who  enjoys  bushwhacking 
and  has  sturdy  boots  will  eventually  come 
to  a  green  metal  gate  on  Lower  Barnum 
St.,  where  it  is  less  than  a  mile  walk  back 
to  the  trailhead. 

At  the  northeast  side  of  Our  Lady 
of  the  Valley  Cemetery  on  Salisbury 
Rd.  is  Sheffield's  newest  trail,  on  land 
recently  purchased  by  the  Sheffield 
Land  Trust.  This  loop  trail  is  about  two 
miles  long  and  has  been  unofficially  used 
by  students  for  many  years  to  walk  to 
Mt.  Everett  Regional  High  School  and 
Undermountain  Elementary  School  off 
Berkshire  School  Rd.  Parking  is  avail- 
able on  the  grass  near  the  Land  Trust 
sign.  After  a  short  walk  on  a  grassy  trail, 
the  Schenob  Brook  must  be  crossed 
on  metal  rails,  remnants  of  a  long-gone 


bridge.  (The  Land  Trust  is  raising  money 
to  replace  the  bridge  and  upgrade  the 
trail.)  On  the  other  side  of  the  brook,  the 
trail  splits,  has  several  spurs  and  eventu- 
ally circles,  leading  to  either  side  of  the 
schools'  playing  fields.  The  dirt  path  ends, 
and  the  walk  continues  along  the  rear 
perimeter  of  the  fields  to  pick  up  the  trail 
again.  This  is  an  excellent  trail  for  anyone 
looking  for  a  leisurely  walk  in  the  woods. 
The  trail  is  also  used  for  cross-country 
races  by  school  students. 

The  Cobble 

No  description  of  Sheffield  hikes 
would  be  complete  without  mention  of 
the  local  crown  jewel  of  trails,  Bartho- 
lomew's Cobble  on  Weatogue  Rd.  in 
Ashley  Falls.  The  Cobble  is  a  property  of 
The  Trustees  of  Reservation  and  is  free 
to  members  and  residents  of  Sheffield 
but  has  a  small  fee  for  non-members. 
Located  on  329  acres  west  of  the  Housa- 
tonic  River,  the  Cobble  has  many  very 
well  marked  lowland  trails,  including  the 
Ledges  Interpretive  Trail,  a  self  guided 
45-minute  walk  with  numbered  stations. 
It  also  has  several  up-hill  trails  that  end 
at  Hurlburt's  Hill,  which  has  one  of  the 
best  northern  vistas  in  the  Berkshires. 

Complete  descriptions  of  all  these  trails 
can  be  found  in  various  Berkshire  hiking 
books,  Appalachian  Trail  guides  and  at 
Internet  sites  (berkshirehiking.com  and 
others).  Some  trails,  such  as  Bartho- 
lomew's Cobble  and  the  Lime  Kiln  Nature 
Sanctuary,  have  booklets  at  the  trailheads. 

— Judith  Schumer 


FREE  ESTIMATES  FOR 

Roofing  •  Tiling  •  Decks  •  Porches 
Sheet  Rocking  •  Flooring  •  Additions 

Odd  Jobs 

Herbert  W.  Eichstedt  III 
Jason  W.  Eichstedt 


General  Contractors 

MA  Lie.  #052779 


413-229-2544 

CT  Lie.  #530102 


rtv  HELP  WANTED 
SHEFFIELD  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

ADMINISTRATOR 

Part-time  position,  20  hours/week  minimum,  two  week  vacation. 
Administration  of  the  Society  and  its  seven-building  complex. 
Requires  office  administration,  public  relations,  and  computer 
skills.  Interest  in  local  area  history  and  knowledge  of  museum 
work  preferred. 

Email  Dennis  Sears,  President 
HDennisSears@verizon.net 

Sheffield  Historical  Society 

Main  Street,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

www.  sheffieldhistory.  org 


Community  News 
TIN  CAN  SAILORS  IN  SHEFFIELD 

I've  heard  it  said  that  once  a  sailor,  always     Class  Petty  Officer 


a  sailor.  Even  when  you  live  a  hundred 
miles  from  the  sea. 

At  least  that's  the  way  it  is  for  How- 
ard Swanson  of  Ashley  Falls  and  with 
luck,  for  two  more  generations  of  the 
Swanson  family,  given  their  recent  experi- 


and  was  honor- 
ably discharged  in 
September  1959.  He 
married  Hope  Scholz 
in  1962  and  moved 
to  Ashley  Falls  that 


ences  at  Battleship  Cove.  Battleship  Cove      year.  Howard  put 


in  Fall  River,  MA,  houses  the  world's 
largest  collection  of  historic  naval  ships, 
including  the  battleship  USS  Massachu- 
setts, submarine  USS  Lionfish,  PT  Boats 
617  and  796  and  the  destroyer  USS 
Joseph  P.  Kennedy,  Jr. 

But  a  little  background  first. 

Howard  joined  the  Navy  in  the  1950s. 


his  mechanic's  skills 
to  use  at  Morgan 
Motors  and  Becton 
Dickinson,  from 
which  he  retired. 

Every  year  since 
2001,  Howard  has 
proudly  marched  in  both  the  Ashley  Falls 


Howard  Swanson,  second  from  left, 
with  his  grandsons  and  son  aboard 
the  destroyer  they're  helping  to 
restore.  Right,  Howard  aboard  the 
Brownson  in  1955. 


He  enlisted  at  age  18  and  for  the  next  four     and  Sheffield  Memorial  Day  Parades  and 


years  was  a  machinist  mate  on  the  USS 
Brownson,  a  World  War  II  destroyer. 
Exercising  his  right  to  choose  his  ship 
as  top  performer  in  his  training  class, 
Howard  chose  the  Brownson  because 
it  was  stationed  closer  to  his  home  in 
Connecticut.  He  thus  became  a  "Tin  Can 


the  annual  Veterans  Day  Parade  in  Hart- 
ford, CT.  In  2003,  he  joined  his  younger 
brother,  George,  also  a  naval  veteran,  at  a 
Tin  Can  Sailors  reunion,  as  the  Destroy- 
er's Veterans  Association  is  called. 

Howard  not  only  reconnected  with 
several  of  his  Brownson  shipmates,  he  came 


it  was  old  hat  to 
Carl,  who  has 
been  accompa- 
nying Howard 
for  years.  Carl, 
a  member  of  the 
Navy  League 
Sea  Cadets, 
attended  a  two -week  boot  camp  this 


Sailor,"  the  name  given  to  sailors  serving  on     upon  a  new  opportunity — the  chance  to  summer  in  Pennsylvania  and  aspires  to 

destroyers,  which  have  no  armor  or  protec-     restore  the  USS  Joseph  P.  Kennedy,  Jr.  This      attend  Annapolis,  thereby  continuing 


tive  gear  like  battleships.  Destroyers  were 
expendable  offensive  ships. 

Once  on-board  and  assigned  to  the 
auxiliary  gang,  he  shared  maintenance 
responsibilities  for  all  equipment  on  the 
Brownson  except  for  the  main  engines. 
Howard  repaired  everything  from  air 
compressors  to  refrigeration  units. 
While  at  sea,  machinist  mates  were  on 
24-hour  watch  duty — four  hours  on 


decommissioned  destroyer  was  now  part 
of  a  larger  naval  museum  and  housed  a 
separate  museum  dedicated  to  destroyers, 
the  Admiral  Arleigh  Burke  Museum. 

After  his  first  volunteer  field  day,  over 
the  years  Howard  has  spent  many  days 


the  Navy  tradition  of  nine  of  his  close 
relatives. 

Reflecting  on  these  experiences, 
Howard  said  "It's  fun!  It's  a  chance  to  be 
with  fellow  sailors  and  share  sea  stories 
and  experiences."  To  be  with  his  son 


scraping,  painting,  repairing  and  installing    and  grandsons  was  a"once-in-a-lifetime 


equipment  and  plumbing  and  numerous 
other  tasks  as  part  of  the  team  restoring 
sections  of  the  destroyer  open  for  public 


watch,  followed  by  eight  hours  off  watch     tours.  The  volunteers  work,  sleep  and  live 
and  repeat. 

When  he  was  promoted  to  2nd  Class 
Petty  Officer,  Howard  moved  to  the 
Main  Machinery  or  M  Division  and  had 
responsibility  for  the  destroyer's  main 
engines.  He  attained  the  rank  of  1st 


on  the  destroyer. 

This  past  May,  his  son,  Jay,  a  Navy 
veteran,  and  his  two  grandsons,  Carl 
and  Paul,  joined  Howard  for  a  weekend 


experience.  Who  knows  what  the  future 
will  hold?  I  never  thought  that  something 
like  this  would  happen." 

The  three  generations  of  Swansons 
hope  for  many  more  chances  to  be 
together  working  to  restore  the  USS 
Joseph  P.  Kennedy,  Jr.  and  share  in  their 
family's  tradition  of  Navy  service,  even 


of  work  and  adventure  on  the  Kennedy,     if  they  live  far  from  the  sea. 


While  new  to  both  Jay  and  Paul,  age  9, 


— Rene  Wood 


DEWEY  HALL  FOLK  SERIES 

The  folk  series  gathers  at  Dewey  Hall  the  first  Saturday  in 
the  month.  On  Oct.  2,  the  Blue  Ribbon  Boys  wil  perform.  On 
Nov.  6,  it's  Wang  Dang  Doodle.  On  Dec.  4,  it's  Tom  Smith. 
Shows  are  at  7:30.  Dewey  Hall  is  a  lovely  architectural 
space  with  excellent  acoustics. Tables  are  set  with  checkered 
tablecloths  and  candles.  Light  refreshments  are  available. The 
suggested  donation  is  $  1 0. 


TAG  SALE  TO  BENEFIT  SENIOR  CENTER 

The  Friends  of  the  Sheffield  Senior  Center  will  be  having  a 
tag  sale  at  Dewey  Hall  on  Fri.,  Sept.  1 7,  from  9am  to  5pm, 
to  raise  funds  for  furnishing  the  new  Senior  Center.  If  you 
would  like  to  contribute  items  to  the  tag  sale,  bring  dona- 
tions to  Dewey  Hall  after  Ipm  onThurs.,  Sept.  16.  (No 
clothes  or  stuffed  toys,  please.)  The  Friends  are  also  looking 
for  volunteers  to  help  with  the  sale.  Call  Michelle  Harwood 
at  229-3060. 


COVERED  BRIDGE  PARK:  CANOE  LAUNCH  UNDER  WAY 


Webster- Ingersoll,  the  Sheffield-based  landscape  contracting 
firm,  has  been  contracted  to  install  a  canoe  launch  at  the  Covered 
Bridge  Park,  as  well  as  three  other  launches,  in  Lee,  Lenoxdale 
and  Pittsfield.  Work  on  the  Covered  Bridge  launch  commenced 
in  late  August.  It  involved  the  installation  of  a  large  boulder 
footing,  a  stone-armored  ramp  and  quarried  granite  stairs,  all  sur- 
rounded by  native  plantings.  Funding  for  the  work  comes  from 
the  Natural  Resources  Damages  Fund  that  GE  was  required  to 
create  to  help  offset  damage  to  the  Housatonic  River  from  PCBs. 

"We're  proud  to  be  partnering  with  ESS  Group,  the 
Housatonic  Valley  Association  and  the  Town  of  Sheffield  on 
this  rewarding  project,"says  Webster  Ingersoll  principal  Tom 
Ingersoll.  "I  can't  wait  to  try  it  with  my  kids!" 

The  launch  is  just  one  part  of  a  larger  project  that  started 
when  the  Housatonic  Valley  Art  League  was  looking  for  a  way  to 
share  proceeds  from  Housatonic  River  Summer  2004.  Bill  Con- 
nell,  a  Sheffield  resident  and  art  league  member,  had  the  idea  of 
installing  "sitting  stones"  with  a  view  of  the  river.  His  quest  for  a 
good  place  to  sit  and  look  at  the  Housatonic  River  eventually  led 
to  the  Weinsteins'  donation  of  the  land  by  the  Covered  Bridge  to 
the  town  in  2007  and  the  creation  of  Covered  Bridge  Park. 

As  an  unexpected  bonus,  in  the  process  of  transferring  the 
Covered  Bridge  land,  the  town  discovered  it  also  owned  land  at 
the  northeast  side  of  the  Maple  Ave.  bridge.  There  is  a  new  path 
to  the  river  there  and  plans  for  a  parking  lot. 

Work  on  the  launch  has  jump-started  other  work  at  the  park. 


The  bench  stone  should  be  installed  soon,  and  also  a  fence  along 
the  edge  of  the  park  property,  A  dedication  ceremony  for  the 
launch  and  the  stone  is  planned  for  mid-October. 

Work  on  replacing  the  invasive  plants  on  the  site  with 
native  species  and  otherwise  sprucing  up  the  site  is  on-going. 
An  additional  sitting  stone  has  been  procured  and  awaits 
installation  at  another  site,  perhaps  on  Appalachian  Trail  land 
off  Kellogg  Rd.,  where  there's  another  view  of  the  river. 


Webster  Ingersoll's  staff  place  large  boulders  along  the  river  that 
will  armor  the  ramp  for  the  canoe  launch. 


PAkmeus 

VRKET 


The  Sheffield  Farmers  Market 

Allie's  Acres  •  Berkshire  Mountain  Bakery 

Equinox  Farm  •  Farm  Girl  Farm  •  Farm  House  Bakers 

Foggy  ktver  Farm  •  Fox  Hill  Farm  *  Good  Dogs  Farm 

Happy  Chocolates  *  Hawk  bance  Farm  -  Howden  Farm 

Moon  in  the  Pond  Farm  -  The  Knife  Guy 


Vegetables  &  fruits 

Salad  greens  4  herbs 

Meat,  grass-fed  beef,  cheese  &  eggs 

Cut  flowers,  seedlings  &  potted  plants 

Fresh  baked  breads,  foccacia  4  cookies 

Desserts,  sauces,  soups  4  dips 

Artisanal  chocolates 

Hand-crafted  gifts 

Fridays  3:30  to  6:30  pm 
■irVMay  21  to  September  3  l^o 

RAIN  or  SHINE 
Old  Parish  Church  parking  lot.  Main  St  -  Rte  7 

www.theshefffeldfarmersmarket.com 
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(never  shown  before),  juniors  (ages  7  to  14)  and  seniors  (15 
tol9).  Fairgoers  can  check  out  the  animals  throughout  the  fair. 

The  Sheffield  in  Celebration  committee  would  like  to 
thank  the  Mt.  Everett  FFA  and  local  4-H  clubs  (Whinnies, 
Helping  Hands  and  Trailblazers)  for  helping  make  this 
possible  and  for  having 


SHEFFIELD  IN  CELEBRATION:  LOTS  TO  DO,  SEE,  HEAR-AND  EAT 

The  10th  annual  Sheffield  in  Celebration  will  take  place  the 
weekend  after  Labor  Day,  with  the  Sheffield  Fair  at  the  Town 
Park  off  Miller  Ave.  from  noon  to  6pm  on  Sat.,  Sept.  11.  Other 
events  that  are  part  of  this  celebration  of  our  town  include  the 
Kiwanis/Fire  Dept.  Steak  Roast  and  a  concert  at  Dewey  Hall. 

The  Sheffield  Fair 

The  Town  Park  offers  lots  of  space  for  exhibits  and  parking. 
Look  for  signs  on  Rt.  7  just  north  of  the  center  of  Sheffield  to  the 
Park.  The  event  is  rain  or  shine,  thanks  to  the  roofed  pavilion! 

Apple  pie  contest.  Last  year's  fair  was  the  first  with  a  pie 
contest,  and  this  year's  contest  promises  to  be  even  more  deli- 
cious. The  contest  is  being  sponsored  by  King  Arthur  Flour, 
which  is  providing  prizes  in  the  three  age  categories,  youth  (17 
and  under),  adult  (18-59)  and  senior  (60  plus),  and  there  will 
be  one  blue  ribbon  for  best  in  show.  Judges  this  year  are  Lesley 
Ann  Beck  from  Berkshire  Living,  Tim  Farkas  from  the  Berk- 
shire Eagle  and  Police  Chief  Jim  McGarry.  Pies  must  arrive  by 
noon;  judging  begins  at  3pm. 

There's  still  time  to  enter — see  the  coupon  and  rules  oppo- 
site. To  enter,  contact  Barbara  Delmolino,  the  contest  organizer. 

Animals.  Last  year  was  the  first  year  for  the  showmanship  and 
fitting  competition  for  cattle  and  horses  at  the  Sheffield  Fair.  Last 
year,  there  was  the  unexpected  addition  of  chickens,  so  this  year, 
the  competition  has  been  officially  extended  to  include  poultry. 

Judging  will  take  place  at  2pm,  in  three  categories:  novices 


animals  at  the  Fair  for  all 
to  enjoy.  Thanks  also  to 
the  Berkshire  County  Farm 
Bureau  for  donating  the 
trophy,  and  judges  Mary 
Brazie,  Danne  Honour  and 
Rhett  Proctor.  If  you  have 
questions  or  wish  to  enter, 
contact  Kathy  Orlando  at 
229-8789. 

Kids'  activities,  organized 
by  Susan  LeGeyt,  include 
crafts,  face  painting,  a  bounce 
house  and  hayrides  put  on 
by  the  folks  from  Larkin 
Farm.  The  Boy  Scouts  will 
be  there  with  their  always - 
popular  climbing  wall. 

Crafts  and  more.  Local 
craftspeople,  organizations 
and  community  groups, 
including  the  Town  of 
Sheffield,  will  have  tables  to 


CULTURAL  COUNCIL 
ASKS  FOR  INPUT 

The  Sheffield  Cultural  Coun- 
cil will  have  a  table  at  the 
Sheffield  Fair  so  the  people 
of  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls 
can  give  their  advice  on 
how  best  to  allocate  public 
dollars  for  programs  and 
activities  in  the  arts,  humani- 
ties and  interpretive  sciences. 
The  council  receives  about 
$4,000  each  year  from  the 
Massachusetts  Cultural 
Council  to  fund  projects  by 
individuals,  organizations  and 
schools  and  receives  many 
more  proposals  than  it  is 
able  to  fund.  Last  year,  for 
example,  it  received  30  grant 
application  requests  totally 
nearly  $13,000  but  could 
support  only  1 7  of  them. 


A  real  country  fair:  The  Showmanship  &  Fitting  Competition 
inaugurated  at  last  year's  event  returns  this  year. 


dispense  information  and 

sell  their  wares.  John  Graney  will  be  demonstrating  blacksmith - 
ing,  and  Old  Parish  Church  will  once  again  be  raffling  off  a 
quilt  (see  the  photo  opposite). 

Food.  The  food  court  will  include  local  produce  and  goods 
as  well  as  the  Kiwanis  trailer  selling  hot  dogs  and  hamburgers. 
Other  fair  food,  such  as  fried  dough,  will  also  be  for  sale. 

Music.  The  Fair  will  be  accompanied  by  live  music  from 
12:30  to  6,  produced  once  again  by  Tom  Ingersoll.  The  roster 


CIVIL/ARCHITECTURAL  DESIGN 

Title  V  Inspection  •  Peres  &  Soil  Evaluations 

Septic  Designs  •  Wetland  Permitting 

Ch.  91  Dock  Permits  •  Topographic  Surveys 

Land  Planning  •  Building/Foundation  Design 

New  Construction  &  Additions  •  Timber  Frame  Design 

Construction  Supervisor  (CS76097) 

Jeffrey  F.  Collingwood,  PE 

Special  Projects  Engineer 

MA  PE  #35818 
P.O.  Box  343  CTPE#21596     Ofc.  (413)  248-5155 

Ashley  Falls ,  MA  0 1 222  Cell  (413)  429- 1 545 

jjcollingwood@aol.com  Fax  (320)  210-9607 


New  England's  Largest  Selection 
of  Unique  Lumber  and  Burls 


Specializing  in  Slabs  up  to  V  wide 


Exotic  Lumber 
Figured  Lumber 
Natural  Edge  Slabs 
Quartersawn  Lumber 
Wide  Pine  Flooring 


Bookmatched  Sets 
Mantels 
Turning  Stock 
Tonewood 
Burls 


Berkshire  Products,  Inc. 

884  Ashley  Falls  Rd,  Sheffield,  MA 

413-229-7919 

www.BerkshireProducts.com 

M-F  8:00  -  4:30;  Sat  8:00-Noon 
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APPLE  PIE  CONTEST  ENTRY  FORM 

Pies  must  be  in  a  non-returnable  pan,  wrapped 

in  a  clear  plastic  bag,  with  a  written  list  of  ingredients. 

No  food  mixes. 

Pies  will  be  judged  on  appearance,  aroma,  flakiness 
of  crust  and  taste.  Judges'  decisions  are  final. 

To  register,  mail  coupon  to:  Barbara  Delmolino, 
576  Lime  Kiln  Rd.,  Great  Barrington,  MA  0 1 230 

Questions?  Call  Barbara  at  229-8696 

or  email  her  at  sheffleldtimes@hotmail.com. 


Category 

□  Junior  (ages  1 7  or  younger)      □  Adult  ( 1 8  to  59)      □  Senior  (60  and  up) 

Name        

Address   


Phone 


Email 


this  year  includes  many  singer-songwriters,  some  local  like 
Easy  Ridin'  Papas  (Will  Conklin  and  Adam  Brown),  Todd 
Mack  and  Chris  Merenda,  and  some  from  farther  afield,  like 

Abi  Tapia  and  John  Clarke. 
The  folk-rockin'  Micah  Stone 
BUSINESS  Band  will  also  play. 

NETWORKING 


As  part  of  Sheffield  in 
Celebration,  the  town's 
Economic  Development 
Committee  is  organizing  its 
first  Business-to-Business 
and  Business-to-Consumer 
networking  eventThe 
Committee  will  have  a  table 
at  the  Sheffield  Fair  to  give 
Sheffield  business  people 
a  visible  opportunity  to 
network  with  each  other 
and  display  their  business 
information  to  everyone 
attending  the  fair.  It  will  be 
a  chance  to  meet  new  cus- 
tomers, talk  with  current 
customers  and  have  people 
learn  more  about  your 
products  and  services. 

their  jazz-infused  folk  music. 


The  Kiwanis/Fire  Dept. 
Steak  Roast 

The  annual  Steak  Roast 
will  take  place  later  that 
afternoon  at  the  firehouse  in 
the  center  of  Sheffield.  Food 
will  be  served  from  4:30  to 
7pm.  The  event  benefits  the 
Sheffield  Hose  Co.'s  building 
fund  and  Kiwanis -sponsored 
services.  In  addition  to  the 
grilled  steak,  baked  potato, 
salad,  corn-on-the-cob  and 
your  choice  of  dessert,  there 
will  be  a  silent  auction.  Tick- 
ets are  $25  at  the  door,  $20  in 
advance.  Soda  and  beer  and 
hotdogs  will  be  on  sale,  too. 

Carson  and  Dempsey  will 
accompany  the  feast  with 


Dewey  Hall  concert 

The  Celebration  on  Saturday  continues  into  the  night  with 
the  start  of  the  fall  season  of  the  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Concert  series 
at  8pm.  Kicking  off  the  season  is  Berkshires  home-town  favorite 
Bobby  Sweet.  Sweet  has  shared  the  bill  with  some  of  the  top 
country  and  folk  artists,  including  Pete  Seeger,  George  Jones, 
Asleep  at  the  Wheel,  Willie  Nelson  and  Waylon  Jennings.  Most 
recently  Bobby  toured  in  2008-2009  with  Arlo  Guthrie's  Lost 
World  Tour.  Sweet  describes  his  music  as  somewhere  between 
John  Prine,  Jackson  Browne,  Guy  Clark  and  a  countryfied  Bruce 
Springsteen.  (For  more  of  the  fall  concert  schedule,  see  page  8.) 

Thank  you! 

The  Sheffield  in  Celebration  committee  would  like  to  thank 
corporate  sponsors  DeVries  Building  Supply  and  Sheffield  Pot- 
tery, and  all  the  other  businesses,  organizations  and  individuals 
whose  contributions  have  made  the  celebration  possible. 

For  more  information  or  to  inquire  about  vendor  and 
exhibitor  space,  contact  Dave  Smith,  Sr.,  at  229-9956  or 


westhill483@hotmail.com.  For  the  Food  Court  and  Market, 
contact  Barb  Davidson  at  229-8091. 

CORRECTION 

The  Sheffield  Farmers'  Market  will  not  take  place  on  Friday, 
Sept.  10  as  stated  on  the  Sheffield  in  Celebration  flier.  Its  last 
day  this  year  is  Sept.  3.  Sorry  for  any  confusion! 


Local  businesses  on  display:  Barb's  Baked  Goods  at  last  year's  Fair. 


OLD  PARISH  QUILTERS'  18th  QUILT  TO  BE  RAFFLED 

Once  again  a  beautiful  hand-quilted  quilt  will  be  given  away  at 
Sheffield  in  Celebration.  The  quilt,  done  in  the  "Garden  Paths"  pat- 
tern, is  queen/king  size  (92x105  inches)  and  washable  cotton.  This 
year's  keepsake  was  finished  just  in  time  to  be  shown  at  the  church's 
August  antique  show.  Tickets  are  $1  each  or  6 for  $5.  Putting  in 
the  last  stitches  are  Dor  Caul,  Sandra  Alden,  Mania  Brolli,  Teddi 
Batacchi,  Eleanor  VanDeusen,  Marion  Whitman  and  Anne  Hyatt. 
Missing:  Jo  Elling. 
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CHURCH  NEWS 

Sheffield  Food  Program 

Come  visit  us  at  the  Sheffield  in  Cel- 
ebration Fair  on  Sept.  11!  Bring  garden 
produce,  non-perishables  and  paper 
products.  Volunteer. 

Thank  you  to  those  who  are  already 
bringing  in  fresh  produce.  We  have  been 
given  two  memberships  in  the  Wolfe 
Spring  Farm  CSA,  but  others  are  also 
giving  from  their  gardens.  The  Sheffield 
Farmers'  Market  regularly  leaves  produce 
for  us,  Steve  and  Melissa  Kain  drop  off 
wonderful  produce  and  fresh  eggs,  David 
Smith  stops  by  most  Mondays  with  zuc~ 
chinis  and  summer  squash,  and  the  Otis 
Community  Garden  sends  in  bags  of 
wonderful  tomatoes  and  broccoli,  onions 
and  squash,  eggplants  and  peas. 

Our  membership  has  dropped  dur- 
ing the  summer  months,  which  means 
folks  are  doing  better,  but  the  number 
of  clients  we  are  serving — 93  in  36 
household — is  still  way  above  what  has 


Campo  de'  Fiori 

Uncommon  Home  &  Garden 


shop  and  garden  open  daily  10-5 

1815  N.  Main  St.,  Rte.  7  Sheffield,  MA 

413-528-1857 


SAVE  THE  DATE  FOR  SILENT  AUCTION 

On  Sat,  Oct.  9  from  8am  to  3pm,  Christ  Episcopal  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  will 
host  its  I  Ith  Silent  Auction,  giving  community  members  and  visitors  the  chance 
to  acquire  antiques,  merchandise  certificates,  one-of  a-kind  services  and  lots  of 
bargains  while  supporting  the  good  works  of  a  local  church.  Event  co-chairs  Trudy 
Weaver  Miller  and  Dennis  Sears  expect  to  have  hundreds  of  lots. 

Buyers  busy  with  Columbus  Day  Weekend  activities  can  stop  by  between  8  and 
noon  to  leave  a  bid  that  will  be  executed  incrementally  in  their  absence.  Successful 
bidders  will  be  notified  by  phone,  and  merchandise  pickup  will  begin  that  day  at 
6pm  and  continue  on  Sun.,  Oct.  10,  from  9  to  noon. 

As  in  past  years,  lunch  will  be  available  from  I  lam  to  2pm.  Raffle  tickets  for  a 
handmade  quilt  will  be  sold  right  up  to  the  time  the  winning  ticket  is  drawn  at  4pm. 
This  year's  quilt  is  a  variation  of  the  log  cabin  pattern. 

Anyone  wishing  to  donate  an  item  or  service  to  the  auction  can  call  229- 
3534  or  229-881  I.  Donations  are  greatly  appreciated  and  donation  letters  are 
available. The  church  is  located  at  the  corner  of  Route  7  and  Maple  Ave.,  with 
plenty  of  parking.  — ReneWood 


been  our  norm  of  60  individuals. 

As  always,  the  barrel  at  Berkshire  Bank 
is  available  for  you  to  drop  off  non-perish- 
ables. We  really  need  tomato  sauce,  peanut 
butter  and  soups  right  now.  And  we  always 
need  pasta,  rice,  and  tuna  fish. 


Welcome, 

Diana 

Holmes! 


She's  now  at 
Berkshire  Styles  Salon 

on  Fridays  and  Saturdays! 


Berkshire  Styles 

Salon 

534  South  Main  Street 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413.229.6654 

Annie  Juhlin 

owner/stylist 

Berkshirestyles.com 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES 


ASHLEY  FALLS 


Greenwoods  Community  Church  (non- 
denominational),  355  Clayton  Rd.  229-8560; 
parsonage  (860)  824-7442.  Sunday:  9:30am 
Sunday  School  (ages  3-adult);  10:30am  Worship 
Service,  nursery  care  provided.  Rev.  Edward  M. 
Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist),  1156 
Ashley  Falls  Rd.  Sunday:  9am  Service.  Betty  LeGeyt, 
Pastor 

GREAT  BARRINGTON 

Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstruction- 
ist),  North  St.  528-4197.  Friday,  8pm  &  Saturday, 
10am.  Services  not  held  every  week.  Schedules  are 
updated  on  answering  machine 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire,  270  State  Rd. 
528-6378.  Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat  Service.  Satur- 
day: 10am  Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study.  Rabbi 
Deborah  Zecher,  Associate  Rabbi  Ari  Rosenberg 

SHEFFIELD 


Christ  Church  Episcopal  &  Trinity 
Lutheran,180  Main  St.  229-881  I.Sunday:  8am  & 
10am  Holy  Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  &  child 
care;  Thursday:  10am  Holy  Eucharist  &  Healing. 
Rev.  Anne  Ryder 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses,  Route 
7  &  Kellogg  Rd.  229-8649.  The  public  is  welcome. 

Old  Parish  (United  Church  of  Christ),  125  Main 
St.  229-8173.  Sunday:  10am  Worship,  Sunday 
School,  10am.  Rev.  Jill  Graham,  Pastor 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic),  Maple  Ave. 
229-3028.  Saturday:  4:00pm  Mass;  Sunday:  Shef- 
field 7:30am,  9am  Masses;  Mill  River  10:30  Mass. 
Rev.  Bruce  Teague 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational),  1970  N. 
Main  St.  528-2911,  www.sheffieldchapel.org.  Sunday: 
10:45am  Worship,  9:30am  Sunday  School  for  all 
ages.  Wed.:  Group  Prayer  Time  7pm.  Pastor  Corey 
McLaughlin 
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LIBRARY  EVENTS  AND  PROGRAMS 

Teen  Advisory  Board  forming*  The  Library  is  inviting  all 
teens  to  join  a  new  Teen  Advisory  Board.  Members  will  get 
a  say  in  activities  that  are  offered  and  which  materials  are 
ordered.  Meetings  will  be  held  on  Thursdays  at  3pm,  with 

the  first  meeting,  Oct.  7.  For  more 
information,  stop  in  at  the  Library 
and  pick  up  a  flyer. 

Half-day  school  programs  start 
in  October.  The  first  half-day  of 
school  occurs  on  Oct,  29,  and  as  in 
years  past,  the  Library  will  offer  a  pro- 
gram for  elementary  school  students 
from  around  noon,  when  the  buses 
deliver  the  children  directly  from 
school,  to  3pm. 

In  keeping  with  the  season,  we 
will  be  decorating  pumpkins  and 
creating  Indian  corn  hangings, 
making  masks  and  reading  stories  relating  to  Halloween. 
Weather  permitting,  we  will  bob  for  apples  on  the  library's 
new  outdoor  patio. 

Registration  is  required.  Notices  will  be  sent  to  students  in 
grades  1  to  5  at  Undermountain  Elementary  School.  For  more 
information,  call  Jess  Roseman  at  229-7004. 

On-going  activities.  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays  are  busy  at 


SAVE THE 
DATE! 

Simon  Winchester, 
best-selling  British 
author  who  lives 
in  Sandisfield,  will 
talk  about  his  new 
book,  Atlantic  A 
Biography  of  the 
Ocean,  on  Fri.,  Dec. 
3,  at  6pm. 


NO  LOCAL  AUTHORS  DAY  THIS  YEAR 

The  Friends  of  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library  have  decided  not  to 
hold  the  annual  Local  Authors  Day  this  year.  The  event  had 
been  held  every  November  for  the  last  seven  years. 

"The  current  economic  climate  is  forcing  us  to  focus  on 
fundraising  activities  for  the  Library,"  said  Susan  Young,  chair 
of  the  Library's  Board  of  Trustees.  "All  our  efforts  have  to  be 
directed  that  way  this  year." 

The  Friends  hope  to  resume  the  celebration  in  future 
years  and  ask  that  local  authors  keep  them  informed  of 
their  publications. 


PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR- 
OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 


THE  BUSHNELL-SAGE  LIBRARY 

Just  off  Route  7  in  Sheffield    4 1 3-229-7004 

Hours:Tues.-Thurs.  1 0-5;  Fri.  10-8; 

Sat.  10-5,  Sun  2-5;  Mon.  closed 


the  Library.  The  Chess  Club  meets  on  Wednesdays  at  3pm.  It's 
open  to  new  members  of  any  skill  level. 

Like  to  knit  or  have  always  wanted  to  learn?  Join  the 
weekly  Sit  &  Knit  Club.  It  meets  every  Wednesday  evening 
from  6  to  8pm. 

On  Thursdays,  there's  Toddler  Story  Time  at  10am. 

Book  club  starting  up.  The  Library  would  like  to  start  a 
book  club.  Interested?  Call  Lee  at  229-6066. 

Day  Camp  receives  camper  kudos.  Each  July,  the 
Bushnell-Sage  Library  holds  a  free  week-long  day  camp 
for  children  from  Sheffield  and  surrounding  towns.  This 
year,  the  camp  drew  16  campers.  Every  day,  they  enjoyed 
crafts,  music,  reading,  games,  puzzles,  and  recess.  One  of  the 
parents  donated  pizza  on  Thursday  and,  members  of  the 
Senior  Center  joined  the  children  on  Friday  for  music  and 
an  ice  cream  social. 

This  year,  we  divided  the  camp  into  morning  for  the  lower 
grades  and  afternoon  sessions  for  the  higher  grades.  That 
allowed  there  to  be  fewer  children  in  each  group  and  activities 
to  be  designed  for  specific  ages  and  abilities. 

Parents  were  enthusiastic  and  appreciative.  So  were  the 
children.  Here's  what  some  of  them  said  were  their  favorite 
activities:  "paper  airplanes"  (Ricky  and  Gavin);  "painting 
teddy  bear  banks"  (Garrett  and  Liam);  "playing  games  and 
eating  snacks"  (Marin);  "the  scavenger  hunt"  (Travis);  "all 
the  crafts"  (Sierra);  "crafts  and  story  time"  (Grace);  "I  liked 
everything"  (Logan). 

FALL  BOOK  SALE 

Thousands  of  donated,  gently  used  books  in  a  variety  of 
non-fiction  and  fiction  categories  will  be  available  at  the 
Library's  2010  Fall  Book  Sale.  For  a  donation  of  $5,  you  can 
get  a  preview  of  the  books  on  Fri.,  Oct.  22,  from  6  to  8pm. 
Admission  to  the  general  sale  on  Sat.  Oct.  23,  from  1 0am 
to  4pm,  and  Sun.,  Oct.,  24,  noon  to  4pm,  is  free. 

Most  titles  are  priced  at  $2  or  less.  On  Sunday  after- 
noon, bargain  books  will  go  for  $5  a  bag. 

Sponsored  by  the  Friends  of  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library, 
the  book  sale  directly  supports  the  many  free  programs 
and  activities  offered  to  the  public  year-round.  For  more 
information,  call  the  library  at  229-7004. 
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FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN'S  MINUTES 


June  10  working  meeting 

After  some  discussion  the  Board  designated 
the  Silver  St./Salisbury  Rd.  Economic 
Opportunity  Area,  roughly  the  land  that 
runs  along  the  west  side  of  Route  7  from 
north  of  Root  Lane  south  to  the  property 
line  of  Sheffield  Plastics  Silver  St.  plant, 
with  the  railroad  tracks  as  the  western 
boundary.  It  also  approved  the  easement 
with  the  American  Legion  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Senior  Center  septic  system. 

June  21  regular  meeting 

MacKenzie  Greer  from  Berkshire 
Regional  Planning  Commission  was 
present  to  discuss  a  regional  hazard 
mitigation  plan.  The  goal  of  the  plan  is  to 
identify  recurring  natural  hazard  events, 
with  a  concentration  on  flooding  and 
severe  storms  and  propose  mitigation 
measures  before  they  occur.  Nineteen 
towns,  including  Sheffield,  are  participat- 
ing in  the  plan.  The  plan  is  necessary  to 
obtain  future  grant  funding. 

The  Board  approved  a  one-day  wine 
and  malt  license  for  Nicholas  Enterprises, 
doing  business  as  Bounti  Fare,  for  Shef- 
field Plastic's  annual  picnic  at  the  Town 
Park  on  July  17.  It  also  approved  a  curb 
cut  for  Michael  and  Dorothy  Macy  at 
199  Hulett  Hill  Rd. 


A  new  recycling  hauling  contract,  for 
one  year  effective  July  1,  2010,  was  put 
out  to  bid.  JTC  and  Sons,  Inc.,  bid  $230 
per  haul  and  Roger  Trucking  $295  per 
haul.  The  same  two  companies  bid  on  the 
solid- waste  hauling  contract,  effective  July 
1,  2010,  for  three  years.  JTC  and  Sons 
bid  $95  per  ton  and  Roger  Trucking 
$105  per  ton.  The  Board  awarded  both 
contracts  to  JTC  and  Sons. 

After  a  discussion,  the  Board  voted 
to  set  the  Transfer  Station  sticker  fee  for 
FY2011  at  $185  per  household,  $130  for 
senior  citizens  and  $10  for  a  second  sticker. 

Selectman  Rene  Wood  said  that  she 
would  like  to  set  up  two  meetings  to 
discuss  how  to  increase  recycling  and 
enforcement  at  the  Transfer  Station.  On 
a  recent  visit,  Administrator  Kellogg 
said  that  he  found  that  the  bottles  and 
cans  recycling  container  was  full.  To  free 
enough  space  for  residents  to  use  it  the 
rest  of  the  day,  Selectman  Smith,  who 
happened  to  be  there,  helped  the  atten- 
dants remove  returnable  cans  and  bottles 
from  the  container.  He  reminds  residents 
that  they  can  use  the  bin  for  returnable 
items  that's  set  up  at  the  Transfer  Station. 

Administrator  Kellogg  noted  that  the 
Town  owns  four  trash  containers  that  he 
has  put  out  to  bid  for  sale  as  surplus.  The 


STIMULUS  MONEY  AT  WORK  IN  SHEFFIELD 

On  July  16,  Massachusetts'  Secretary  of  Housing  and  Economic  Development,  Greg 
Bialecki,  came  to  Sheffield  for  the  official  groundbreaking  of  the  Sheffield  Senior  Center, 
made  possible  with  an  award  of  a  $799,700  grant  thanks  to  theAmerican  Recovery 
and  Reinvestment  Act.  Bialecki  is  in  front  at  the  right,  between  Sheffield  Selectmen  Julie 
Hannum  and  Rene  Wood.  For  a  more  current  picture  of  the  project,  see  page  3. 


new  hauling  contracts  require  the  hauler 
to  provide  the  necessary  containers. 

Administrator  Kellogg  said  that  two 
roads  are  scheduled  for  asphalt  resur- 
facing— Maple  Ave.  and  Depot  Square. 
Other  roads  will  be  resurfaced  with  oil 
and  stone  later  in  the  summer. 

Steve  Hyer  has  resigned  from  the  Fire 
Dept.  effective  June  9.  The  Board  voted  to 
send  him  a  letter  of  thanks  for  his  service. 

The  Board  voted  to  appoint  Admin- 
istrator Kellogg  as  the  Town's  Delegate 
to  Berkshire  Regional  Transit  Author- 
ity. With  Selectman  David  Smith,  Jr., 
abstaining,  it  voted  to  appoint  David 
Smith,  Sr.,  to  the  Agricultural  Commis- 
sion. The  Board  also  made  several  other 
appointments  for  the  new  fiscal  year  (see 
box  on  page  18). 

With  an  invoice  that  needed 
approval,  the  Board  voted  to  suspend  its 
appointment  policy  (which  requires  an 
announcement  and  then  appointment  at 
the  following  meeting)  and  appoint  Lau- 
rie Hils  as  the  Town's  Veteran  Services 
Agent  for  one  year. 

It  decided  to  hold  an  All-Boards  Meet- 
ing in  the  fall  to  make  everyone  aware  of 
the  changes  in  the  Open  Meeting  Law. 

Chairman  Hannum  thanked  the 
Kiwanis  and  the  Highway  Dept.  for 
repairing  and  repainting  the  benches  in 
the  Village  Green.  The  Board  thanked 
Joe  Wilkinson  for  the  donation  of  topsoil 
and  grass  planting  at  Barnard  Park,  at  the 
corner  of  Rt.  7  and  Miller  Ave. 

The  Board  went  into  Executive  Ses- 
sion to  discuss  the  discipline  or  dismissal 
of  an  employee  and  collective  bargaining. 

July  6  regular  meeting 

The  Board  started  with  a  public  hearing 
on  the  application  of  Verizon  to  install  a 
utility  pole  on  Pike  Rd.  Al  Bessette  from 
Verizon  stated  that  two  poles  there  have  a 
large  span,  letting  the  wires  hang  too  low. 
Verizon  would  like  to  install  one  pole  in 
between.  The  Board  approved  the  pole. 

The  Board  continued  with  appoint- 
ments for  the  new  fiscal  year.  It  increased  the 
Council  on  Aging  from  9  to  11  members  and 
appointed  Gail  Ullman  for  a  3 -year  term, 
Dorris  VanDeusen  for  2  years  and  Grace 
Campbell  for  1  year.  It  appointed  John  James 
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Planting  trees  at  the  park:  Joining  in  were  folks  from  the  Sheffield  Tree  Project,  the  Shef- 
field Highway  Dept.,  Webster  Ingersoll  Design  Landscaping,  Race  Mt.  Tree  Services 
and  Whelen  Nurseries.  In  front,  Brendan  Farnum,  Sari  Hoy,  Andrea  Labshere,  Jeffrey 
Lowenstin,  Ed  Lord,  Ron  Yaple,  Tom  Ingersoll,  Adam  Whalen,  Campbell  Ingersoll;  in 
back,  Frank  Garretson,  Will  Conklin,  Greg  Kenyon,  Tom  Whalen,  John  Clouser,  Mike 
King,  Grace  Campbell,  Cord  Kenyon 

NEW  TREES  FOR  BARNARD  PARK 

In  early  May,  a  ferocious  storm  severely  damaged  several  trees  in  Sheffield,  including 
two  at  Barnard  Park,  on  Rt.  7  across  from  Maple  Ave.,  where  the  town's  Memorial  Day 
services  are  usually  held.  Trees  in  the  park  have  been  planted  in  memory  of  Sheffield 
men  lost  in  World  War  II,  the  Korean  War  and  the  Vietnam  War. 

The  Town  hired  Barrett  Tree  Services  to  remove  the  dead  trees.  Quick  action  by  the 
American  Legion,  Town  officials,  and  numerous  volunteers — many  donating  both  time 
and  resources — resulted  in  a  quick  cleanup,  a  new  design,  the  repositioning  of  monu- 
ments and  flag  pole  and  planting  of  new  memorial  trees  in  the  park.  The  Memorial  Day 
Parade  proceeded  as  usual  and  the  Park  was  re- dedicated  in  less  than  four  weeks!  Kudos 
from  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  all  who  steppedup:  George  Oleen,  Mark  Bachetti, 
David  Macyjoe  Kellogg,  Jim  McGarry,  Ed  Lord  and  the  Highway  Crew,  Joe  Wilkinson, 
Wayne  Wilkinson,  Jim  Collingwood,  Jr.,  Tom  Whalen,  Tom  Ingersoll,  Mike  King,  Will 
Conklin  and  the  Greenagers,  Ron  Yaple,  and  Chris  Tomich. 


to  the  Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Com- 
mission for  3  years.  And  it  appointed  Brece 
Honeycutt,  Cyndi  Bush-Morehouse  and 
Kayla  Morehouse  to  the  Emergency  Services 
Staff  for  indefinite  terms. 

Administrator  Kellogg  announced 
that  the  Town  received  a  $20,000  Energy 
Efficiency  and  Conservation  Block  Grant 
funded  by  the  American  Recovery  and 
Reinvestment  Act  (the  federal  stimulus 
money)  to  update  insulation  in  Town 
Hall  and  to  update  insulation,  wrap  pipes 
and  install  storm  windows  in  the  Police 
Dept.  building.  The  Board  authorized 
Kellogg  to  contract  with  the  Berkshire 
Regional  Planning  Commission  to 
administer  the  grant  for  a  10  percent 
administration  fee,  which  will  be  paid 
from  the  grant  funds. 

The  Board  also  authorized  Kellogg 
to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the 
Housatonic  Valley  Association  to  install 
the  canoe  launch  at  the  town's  Covered 
Bridge  property,  as  approved  on  the  plan. 

Chairman  Hannum  read  a  letter  from 


Hope  and  Howard  Swanson  regarding 
safety  issues  at  the  intersections  of  Rt. 
7  with  Clayton  Rd.  and  with  East  Stahl 
Rd.  Discussion  ensued.  Administrator 
Kellogg,  Police  Chief  Jim  McGarry  and 
Highway  Superintendent  Ed  Lord  will 
investigate  the  concerns  and  report  back. 

The  Board  ratified  Town  Moderator 
Bruce  Person's  appointment  of  Judith 
Schnurr  and  David  Macy  to  the  Finance 
Committee  for  three  years. 

Selectman  Wood  noted  that  the  Local 
District  Technical  Assistance  program  and 
Library  funding  were  included  in  Gover- 
nor Deval  Patrick's  budget.  She  and  Paul 
O'Brien  attended  the  Wired  West  meeting 
as  representatives  for  the  Town.  She  also 
noted  that  the  Marketplace  is  expanding 
into  the  Beacon  Cinema  in  Pittsfield. 

Administrator  Kellogg  said  that  the 
Sheffield  Water  Co.  has  installed  two 
water  fountains  for  public  use,  one  in  the 
Village  Green  and  one  at  the  Town  Park. 
Chairman  Hannum  requested  that  a  let- 
ter of  thanks  be  sent  to  the  company. 


Administrator  Kellogg  noted  that  the 
new  Open  Meeting  Law  requires  all  meet- 
ings to  be  posted  in  a  place  that  the  public 
may  access  24  hours  a  day.  Meetings  will 
be  posted  on  the  board  outside  Town  Hall, 
while  help  wanted,  invitations  to  bid,  etc., 
will  be  posted  on  the  inside  board  across 
from  the  Tax  Collector's  office. 

July  15  working  meeting 

The  Board  discussed  what  color  the  new 
Senior  Center  should  be  painted.  The 
Building  Committee  and  Color  Commit- 
tee have  each  submitted  recommenda- 
tions; the  final  decision  will  be  made  by 
the  Board.  It  was  agreed  further  research 
and  consideration  was  needed  before 
making  a  decision. 

Only  JTC  and  Sons  bid  on  the 
surplus  compactor  receiver  boxes,  in  the 
amount  of  $2,200.  The  Board  voted  to 
accept  the  offer. 

The  Board  discussed  topics  for 
discussion  for  its  July  22  retreat. 

The  Board  also  discussed  a  letter 
from  Mark  Pruhenski  saying  that  he  has 
difficulty  entering  Rt.  7  from  his  property 
because  view  of  oncoming  traffic  is  blocked 
by  vehicles  at  Pete's  Sales  and  Service. 
Pete  Batacchi  has  posted  a  no  parking  sign 
on  the  fence  between  the  properties.  A 
meeting  will  be  scheduled  with  Pruhenski, 
Batacchi,  Chief  McGarry  and  Administra- 
tor Kellogg  to  discuss  a  solution. 

Discussion  ensued  regarding  schedul- 
ing a  meeting  with  Mass  DOT  to  discuss 
traffic  issues  on  Route  7. 

Administrator  Kellogg  said  he  and 
Highway  Superintendent  Ed  Lord  will 
be  interviewing  four  applicants  from 
more  than  25  who  applied  for  the  vacant 
Equipment  Operator/Truck  Driver  posi- 
tion in  the  Highway  Dept. 

It  was  noted  that  Secretary  Gregory 
Bialecki,  Massachusetts  Secretary  Housing 
and  Economic  Development,  will  be  visiting 
the  Senior  Center  construction  site  on 
Friday  as  part  of  a  statewide  tour  of  stimulus 
bill  projects.  (See  photo  opposite.) 

The  Board  discussed  a  letter  received 
from  Egremont  about  possible  regional- 
ization  of  police  and  other  services  with 
Alford,  Egremont,  Sheffield,  Mt.  Wash- 

Continucd  on  page  16 
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ington  and  Great  Barrington.  The  Board 
agreed  to  meet  to  discuss  the  possibilities. 

July  19  regular  meeting 

Jimjurgenson,  superintendent  of  the 
Berkshire  County  Mosquito  Control 
Program,  was  present  to  update  the 
Board  on  the  services  the  program 
provides  Sheffield  and  six  other  munici- 
palities. The  City  of  Pittsfield  joined 
this  year,  which  helped  to  reduce  the 
assessment  for  the  other  members.  The 
program  begins  treatment  every  year  in 
April.  This  year,  the  number  of  mosqui- 
toes is  down  due  to  dry  weather,  which 
has  reduced  the  standing  water  they 
need  to  breed.  In  the  fall,  the  program 
removes  blockages  from  ditches  and 
culverts  that  result  in  standing  water, 
and  in  the  winter  it  maintains  equip- 
ment and  its  members  attend  training 
and  meetings. 

David  Smith,  Sr.,  and  Kathy  Orlando 


from  the  Agricultural  Commission  were 
present  to  discuss  placement  of  the  Right 
to  Farm  Community  signs  on  the  follow- 
ing roads:  Cooper  Hill,  County,  Sheffield- 
Egremont,  Home  and  Boardman.  Discus- 
sion was  tabled  until  the  next  meeting.  The 
Board  was  provided  with  a  draft  of  a  letter 
requesting  permission  from  the  Mass 
Dept.  of  Transportation  to  install  the  signs 
on  Route  7  and  Route  41 

Kathy  Orlando,  for  the  Sheffield  Land 
Trust,  and  Michael  Maher,  headmaster  of 
Berkshire  School,  were  present  to  discuss 
a  proposed  conservation  restriction  of  11 
acres  of  back  land  on  the  school  campus. 
The  Board  decided  to  continue  discussion 
at  its  next  meeting. 

Bids  for  summer  paving  were 
opened  on  July  16.  The  roads  to  be 
paved  are  Maple  Ave.  from  Route  7 
to  Boardman  St.  and  Depot  Square. 
Four  bids  were  received:  DelSignore 
Blacktop  Paving,  $135,240;  LB  Corp., 


$137,800;  W.E.  Williams,  $141,908; 
Lane  Construction,  $162,680.  The 
work  must  be  completed  by  August  31. 
The  Board  voted  to  award  the  bid  to 
DelSignore,  despite  their  slow  response 
in  the  past.  Administrator  Kellogg  will 
come  back  to  the  Board  to  ask  that  the 
bid  be  rejected  and  awarded  to  the  next 
lowest  bidder  if  there  is  a  problem. 
Before  paving,  the  Highway  Dept,  will 
be  scraping  the  sides  of  Maple  Ave. 
Letters  will  be  sent  to  affected  property 
owners  and  lawns  will  be  restored  after 
the  paving  is  completed. 

Selectman  Wood  noted  that  the 
Economic  Development  Committee  has 
been  working  on  a  Business  to  Business 
and  Business  to  Consumer  event  to  be 
held  during  Sheffield  in  Celebration. 

The  Board  voted  to  send  a  letter 
expressing  concerns  about  wind-siting 
legislation  to  Senator  Ben  Downing. 
Administrator  Kellogg  reminded  resi- 


TRANSFER  STATION  HOURS 

Tues.  &  Fri.:  I  pm-4pm;  Sat.:  8am-4pm; 
Sun.:8:30am-2pm 


dents  that  new  Transfer  Station  stickers 
must  be  affixed  to  vehicles  by  Aug,  16. 

July  23  working  meeting 

Edward  Lord,  Highway  Superintendent, 
was  present.  He  and  Administrator 
Kellogg  interviewed  four  applicants  and 
have  recommended  Mark  Annelli  for  the 
position  of  equipment  operator/truck 
driver/laborer.  The  Board  agreed,  pend- 
ing reference  checks. 

Aug,  2  working  &  regular  meeting 
The  meeting  started  with  a  site  visit  to  the 
proposed  new  canoe  launch  at  the  Covered 
Bridge.  Webster  Ingersoll  has  the  contract 
with  the  Housatonic  Valley  Assoc  to  con- 
struct the  launch,  and  Ben  Webster  and  Tom 
Ingersoll  were  present.  The  work  is  expected 
to  begin  within  the  next  two  weeks,  and  the 
construction  is  expected  to  take  two  weeks  to 
complete.  [See  story  on  page  9.] 

The  meeting  moved  to  the  new  Senior 


Center  on  Cook  Rd.,  where  the  Board 
viewed  the  progress  of  the  construction. 

The  meeting  moved  to  Town  Hall, 
where  discussion  ensued  regarding  the  sid- 
ing color  for  the  Senior  Center.  The  Board 
agreed  that  the  building  should  be  all  one 
color  and  that  color  would  be  khaki  brown. 

On  the  regular  meeting,  it  was  noted 
that  House  Bill  4487,  allowingjames 
McGarry  to  continue  serving  as  Sheffield's 
Police  Chief  beyond  his  65th  birthday, 
has  been  approved  by  the  Legislature 
and  signed  by  the  Lieutenant  Governor. 
Discussion  ensued  regarding  a  renewal  of 
the  Chief's  contract.  The  Board  voted  to 
approve  a  contract  with  Chief  McGarry  for 
the  period  Jan.  5, 2011  to  June  30, 2013. 

The  Board  approved  the  conservation 
restriction  presented  at  the  July  19  meeting 
for  11  acres  on  the  Berkshire  School  campus. 

The  Sheffield  Water  Co.  is  obtaining 
permits  to  construct  a  new  water  storage 
tank  on  Water  Farm  Rd.  The  property  is 


currently  in  Chapter  61  and  the  Water 
Co.  is  requesting  that  the  designation 
be  removed  from  two  acres  for  the  tank. 
Under  the  terms  of  Chapter  61,  the  Town 
must  be  given  an  option  to  purchase  the 
property  being  removed.  The  Board  voted 
to  not  exercise  the  Town's  option. 

Selectmen  Smith  and  Wood  congratu- 
lated Salisbury  Bank  on  the  opening  of  its  new 
branch  on  North  Main  St.  They  attended  the 
ribbon-cutting  ceremony  at  the  bank. 

Selectman  Wood  noted  that  the  state 
wind-siting  legislation  has  passed  the 
House  but  not  the  Senate. 

Selectman  Hannum  noted  that  she, 
Selectmen  Wood  and  Administrator 
Kellogg  attended  the  closing  ceremony  at 
the  Kops  n  Kids  Camp  and  said  the  event 
again  was  a  success. 

Pauline  Schumann  asked  the  Board 
how  residents  may  become  more  involved 
with  decisions  regarding  the  new  senior 

Continued  on  pape  18 
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center.  Chairman  Hannum  said  that 
there  are  three  boards  and  committees 
involved  with  the  senior  center,  but  the 
final  decision  on  any  Town-owned  build- 
ing is  made  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 
She  also  thanked  Salisbury  Bank 
for  its  donation  to  the  Friends  of  the 
Senior  Center. 


The  Town  has  joined  with  the  Town 
of  Lee  to  bid  on  a  backhoe  for  each  Town 
in  hopes  of  receiving  a  better  price. 

Aug.  9  meeting  with  the  Council  on  Aging 
and  the  Friends  of  the  Senior  Center 

The  Board  met  with  the  Council  on  Aging 
and  Friends  of  the  Senior  Center  to  dis- 


APPOINTMENTS  TO  TOWN  BOARDS  AND  COMMISSIONS 

Position 

Term 
(years) 

Appointment 

Agricultural  Commission 

3 

Bruce  Howden,  James  Larkin 

Agricultural  Comm. Alternates 

1 

Ruth  Ziegler.  Dominic  Palumbo 

Animal  Control  Officer 

1 

Rick  Boardman 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Comm. 

3 

Sandra  Preston,  Robert  Pasqualina 

Board  of  Assessors 

3 

Tammy  Blackwell 

Berkshire  Regional  Planning  Alternate 

1 

Rene  Wood 

Board  of  Health 

3 

Rene  Wood 

Board  of  Registrars 

3 

Marjorie  Consolini 

Conservation  Commission 

3 

Gaetan  LaChance 

Constable 

1 

Jim  McGarry,  Bruce  Person 

Council  on  Aging 

3 

Dawn  Massini,  Carol  Sica                                                         i 

Cultural  Council 

3 

Trudy  Weaver  Miller.Anne  Dunn 

Commission  on  Disabilities 

3 

Denise  Rueger,  Laura  Grunfeld 

Electrical  Inspector 

Richard  Cappadona 

Emergency  Management  Coordinator 

Edward  McCormack 

Five  Town  Cable  Advisory  Board 

George  Oleen,  Paul  O'Brien 

Gas  &  Piping  Inspector 

Robert  Krupski 

Gas  &  Piping  Alternate 

Robert  Gennari 

Health  Inspector 

George  Oleen 

Historical  Commission 

3 

David  West,  Kathy  Orlando 

Housing  Commission 

3 

Paul  O'Brien 

Housing  Commission  Alternate 

Kathy  Orlando 

Local  Emergency  Planning  Committee 

Jim  McGarry,  Joe  Kellogg,  Rick  Boardman 

Park  &  Recreation  Committee 

3 

Kevin  Joyce,  Joe  Wilkinson,  Grace  Campbell,  Michael  Ovitt     f 

Parking  Clerk 

Felecie  Joyce 

Planning  Board  Associate  Member 

Anthony  Gulotta 

Plumbing  Inspector 

Robert  Krupski 

Plumbing  Inspector  Alternate 

Robert  Gennari 

Police  Dept  Reserve  Intermittent 

3 

Andrew  Carlson,  Daniel  Hamill,  Graham  Frank 

Public  Weigher 

JimMcGarry,  Patricia  Gillespie,  Michael  Pezzee,  Clifford  Twiss 

Recycling  Coordinator 

David  J.  Steindler 

South  Berkshire  Dist. Veterans  Delegate 

Dick  Kirchner 

Town  Counsel 

Sarah  H.  Bell 

Town  Counsel  -  Special 

Kopelman  &  Paige,  Mirick  O'Connell 

Tree  Warden 

Edward  Lord 

Zoning  Board 

3 

Eric  Carlson,  Eric  Blackburn 

Zoning  Board  Alternate 

1 

Greig  Siedor 

Some  Board  of  Selectmen's  meetings 

are  aired  on  CTSB  Cable  Channel 

1 6.  Check  schedule  for  times. 


cuss  their  respective  roles  and  responsibili- 
ties in  the  new  Senior  Center.  Chairman 
Hannum  advised  that  the  Board  of  Select- 
men has  oversight  of  all  Town  buildings, 
including  the  Senior  Center.  Administra- 
tor Kellogg  is  the  project  manager  for  the 
construction.  The  COA  makes  decisions 
regarding  operation  of  the  Senior  Center 
with  the  understanding  that  the  Board  has 
final  authority.  The  Friends  is  a  private, 
non-profit  group  without  decision-making 
authority.  Its  function  is  to  raise  funds  to 
support  the  Senior  Center. 

Chairman  Hannum  suggested  that  the 
COA  and  Friends  work  together  to  decide 
which  items  and  projects  will  be  paid  for 
by  the  Friends.  Senior  Center  Director 
John- Arthur  Miller  and  his  assistant, 
Barbara  Fletcher,  are  there  as  paid  staff  to 
assist  the  COA  in  making  decisions  and  to 
facilitate  between  the  COA  and  Friends. 

Pauline  Schumann  asked  what  is  cov- 
ered in  the  contract  for  the  construction 
of  the  building.  Administrator  Kellogg 
answered  and  will  provide  a  written  list. 
The  contract  does  not  provide  for  a  top- 
paving  coat  of  the  parking  lot,  built-in 
cabinets  other  than  sink  cabinets  in  the 
nurses /conference  room  and  the  lounge 
coffee  counter.  Rough  plumbing  will  be 
installed  for  a  future  bathroom  and  arts 
and  crafts  area  in  the  lower  level.  Discus- 
sion ensued  regarding  the  storage  of 
tables  in  the  new  building. 

Pauline  Schumann  said  that  Director 
Miller  has  appointed  an  ad  hoc  commit- 
tee to  discuss  furnishing  the  new  center. 
Chairman  Hannum  replied  that  the 
COA,  not  the  Director,  has  the  authority 
to  appoint  committees. 

Because  the  building  will  not  have 
everything  it  needs  at  the  time  of  its 
opening,  the  COA  should  prioritize 
its  needs  and  discuss  the  list  with  the 
Friends  to  determine  which  items  to 
purchase  first.  Discussion  ensued  regard- 
ing the  priority  of  the  items  needed.  Paul 
O'Brien  said  surplus  furniture  from  the 
state  may  be  available  to  municipalities 
and  offered  his  assistance  in  obtaining 
such  items. 

COA  Chairman  Grace  Campbell 
asked  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  attend 
its  next  meeting. 
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POLICE  DEPT.:  KOPS  THRILL  KIDS  AT  KOPS  &  KIDS  CAMP 


A  successful  Kops  &  Kids  Week  was  held 
by  the  Sheffield  Police  Dept.  at  the  Town 
Park  in  July.  The  Sheffield  police,  joined 
by  officers  from  the  Great  Barrington 
and  Stockbridge  departments,  hosted  48 
children  for  the  week. 

Each  day,  there  was  a  demonstration: 
the  Southern  Berkshire  Volunteer  Ambu- 
lance on  Monday,  the  Massachusetts  State 
Police  on  Tuesday,  the  Albany  Medical 
Helicopter  on  Wednesday,  the  Pittsfield 
Police  K-9  unit  on  Thursday  and  the 
Great  Barrington  Fire  ladder  truck  with 
Chief  Harry  Jennings  on  Friday. 

The  Town  Park  now  has  6  high 
elements  and  1 1  low  elements.  During 
the  week,  the  children  started  with  field 
games,  moved  to  low  ropes  and  after 
three  days,  moved  up  to  the  high  ropes. 

Lunch  was  provided  every  day,  thanks 
toThe  Bridge ,  the  Old  Mill,  Manhattan 
Pizza,  Village  on  the  Green  and  the  Shef- 
field Emergency  Management  Fire  Axil- 
lary. Silk's  Variety  and  P.J.'s  Convenience 
Store  provided  drinks  and  snacks. 


The  campers  and  the  Albany  Medical  Helicopter. 


On  Friday,  there  was  a  barbecue  for 
family  and  friends.  This  year,  Selectmen 
Rene  Woods  and  Julie  Hannum  helped 
Chief  Jim  McGarry  and  Town  Adminis- 


a  t-shirt  were  given  to  each  participant. 

The  ropes  challenge  course  is  becom- 
ing more  popular  each  year.  Calls  come  in 
as  early  as  April  about  signing  up.  Next 


trator  Joe  Kellogg  with  the  cooking.  (Dave      year's  event  will  be  held  on  the  third  week 

Smith  had  hoped  to  be  there,  but  was  out       of  July — mark  your  calendars! 

of  town.)  Certificates,  a  group  picture  and  — Sherry  Johnson 
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SAVE    THE  DATE 

OCTOBER  9th  -  8am  -  3pm 
Make  this  your  first  stop! 

SILENT  AUCTION 

Hundreds  of  lots! 

Antiques  D  Silver  &  Glass  D 

China  D  Art  D  Jewelry  □  Food  D 

Collectibles  □  Household  &  Garden 

Gift  Certificates  from 

Berkshire  businesses,  restaurants, 

theaters,  cultural  events  &  more. 

Always  surprises! 

D 

Christ  Episcopal 
Trinity  Lutheran  Church 
Route  7  &  Maple  Avenue 

FREE  parking  -  FREE  admission 

c 

Lunch  &  Quilt  raffle  tickets 
Quilt  drawing  at  4pm 

D 

Leave  your 
HOUSE  BIDS  'til  NOON! 

We'll  execute  your  bids  while  you 
enjoy  the  rest  of  the  day. 

Successful  bidders  notified  by  phone. 
Oct.  9th  &  10th  pickup 


WASTE  DISPOSAL 

Sheffield  residents  can  dispose 
of  household  hazardous  waste- 


oil-based  paint  and  solvents,  pool 
chemicals,  insecticides,  oven  cleaner, 
mercury  thermometers,  rechargeable 
batteries,  etc. — on  Sat,  Oct  2,  at  the 
Great  Barrington  Recycling  Center 
on  Route  7, 9am  to  I  pm.TVs  and 
computers  will  be  accepted  for  a  fee 
of  $5  or  more,  depending  on  size. 

Sheffield  residents  can  also  dispose 
of  oil-based  paint  and  motor  oil  on 
Sat.,  Sept.  1 1 , 9  to  II  :30am,  also  at  the 
Great  Barrington  Recycling  Center. 

Latex  paint  is  not  accepted  at  any 
of  these  events;  empty  or  dried-up 
paint  cans  can  be  disposed  of  with 
regular  trash,  as  can  empty  cans  of 
oil-based  paint  and  solvents. 

Pre-registration  is  required. To 
register  or  for  more  information,  visit 
www.cetonline.org,  email  amandad@ 
cetonline.org  or  call  the  Center  for 
Ecological  Technology  at  888-577- 
8448  ext.  1 0  or  30. 


19 


Village  Green 


PLANNING  BOARD  NEWS 


In  meetings  on  June  23  and  Aug.  12,  the 
Planning  Board  conducted  this  business: 

Special  permits.  On  July  22,  the 
Sheffield  Water  Company,  represented  by 
attorney  Edward  McCormick  applied  for 
a  special  permit  to  construct  a  250,000- 
gallon  storage  tank  to  improve  fire 
protection  and  provide  adequate  pressure 
and  volume  for  domestic  water  to  the 
residents  of  Sheffield.  The  proposed  tank 
would  be  constructed  in  the  woods  on 
the  east  side  of  Water  Farm  Rd.  McCor- 
mick presented  plans  and  photos  with  the 
application  but  did  not  provide  some  of 
the  necessary  documents.  The  Planning 
Board  scheduled  a  public  hearing  for 
Aug.  26. 

On  Aug.  12,  the  Board  received  a  spe- 
cial permit  application  from  Phyllis  and 
Dale  Webb,  who  would  like  to  move  their 
musical  instrument-making  business,  the 
Magic  Fluke  Co.,  from  New  Hartford, 
CT,  to  Sheffield. 

Form  A  applications  (approval  not 


required  for  subdivision).  On  July  22, 
attorney  Alex  Glover  came  to  discuss  her 
client's  difficulty  in  applying  for  a  Form  A 
without  the  100  feet  of  frontage  normally 
required  in  the  Rural  District.  Paul  J. 
Collins,  represented  by  Kelly,  Granger, 
Parsons  and  Assoc,  discussed  a  Form  A 
he  would  like  to  submit. 

On  Aug.  12,  the  Board  approved  a 
Form  A  application  for  Collins,  who  is 
dividing  property  on  the  west  side  of 
Foley  Rd.  It  also  approved  an  application 
for  Warren  Wilcox,  whose  property  is  on 
Hulett  Hill  Rd. 

The  Board  discussed  the  fact  that  even 
though  the  Board  may  approve  a  Form  A 


application,  that  does  not  certify  that  the 
lot  is  buildable.  The  Board  will  create  a 
stamp  to  be  used  in  approving  all  future 
Form  A  applications  that  will  eliminate 
potential  confusion  on  this  point. 

Other  business.  Chris  Tomich 
described  the  progress  of  the  new  Sheffield 
Business  Association,  which  is  creating 
bylaws,  identifying  ways  to  enhance  local 
businesses  and  looking  at  ways  to  provide 
lower-cost  health  insurance  for  members. 

The  Committee  to  re-write  Shef- 
field's sign  bylaws  will  be  continuing  its 
work  in  preparation  for  the  December 
Town  Meeting.        — Nadia  Milleron, 

Planning  Board  secretary 


Don't  you  dare 
touch  that  dial! 


WBSL91.7FM,  the  voice  of 
Berkshire  School,  now  broadcasts 
24-7,  thanks  to  a  partnership  with 
WHDD,  the  public  radio  station 
in  Sharon,  Conn.  Which  means 
that  when  the  future  leaders  of 
America  are  in  class  and  not  on 
the  air,  you  can  listen  to  All  Things 
Considered,  Car  Talk,  A  Prairie 
Home  Companion,  and  other  NPR 
favorites.  WBSL  is  also  streamed 
live  via  berkshireschool.org. 
So  listen  up,  Sheffield! 


Berkshire  School 

In  Sheffield  since  1907, 
and  proud  of  it. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  TOWN  CLERK 

Elections  and  voter  registration.  The 

State  primary  is  Tues.,  Sept.  14,  and  the 
State  election  Tues.,  Nov.  2.  Our  office  is 
open  daily  for  voter  registration,  and  we 
will  remain  open  until  8pm  on  Wed.,  Oct. 
13,  the  registration  deadline  for  Nov.  2. 
If  you  require  an  absentee  ballot,  call  our 
office  between  9am  and  4pm,  229-7000  x 
151.  If  you  need  transportation  assistance 
for  either  election,  contact  the  Sheffield 
Senior  Center  at  229-7022.  If  you  have 
questions,  contact  the  Town  Clerk's  office 
or  visit  the  Secretary  of  States  website  at: 
www.sec.state.ma.us/ele. 

Hunting  and  fishing.  The  2010 
hunting  and  fishing  licenses  are  available, 
along  with  archery,  waterfowl  and  primi- 
tive arms  stamps.  Please  provide  a  previ- 
ous year's  license  or  a  copy  of  a  hunter 
safety  certificate  if  obtaining  a  hunting/ 


sporting  license.  See  the  town  website  for 
further  information. 

Dog  licensing.  Please  remember 
that  if  you  have  a  dog  six  months  of  age 
or  older,  or  if  you  reside  in  Sheffield  a 
minimum  of  30  days  of  the  year,  you  are 
required  to  license  your  dog.  The  fees 
are  $10  for  intact  dogs,  $5  for  spayed/ 
neutered  dogs.  Licenses  are  renewed  each 
year  from  March  1  to  May  1.  A  fine  of 
$25  per  dog  will  be  imposed  after  that 
date.  If  you  have  a  new  dog,  it  can  be 
licensed  any  time  of  year  at  the  regular 
rate.  If  you  have  questions,  please  call. 

Trade  certificates.  Business  owners 
who  hold  a  trade-name  certificate  (d.b.a.), 
please  be  sure  that  it  is  still  current. 
Certificates  are  good  for  four  years  from 
the  application  date.  Call  the  office  with 
any  questions. 


COMMISSION  ON  DISABILITIES 

Committee  members  change.  Judy 
Steindler,  who  is  hard  of  hearing,  joined 
the  Commission  in  March  and  became 
chair  in  July,  when  Denise  Rueger  had  to 
step  down  due  to  time  conflicts. 

Library  display.  In  September, 
the  Bushnell-Sage  Library  will  host  a 
Disabilities'  Resources  Display  near  the 
front  desk.  Patrons  can  find  books,  CD 
books,  DVDs  and  videos  for  children  and 
adults  in  the  display. 

Resources  fair.  Later  this  fall,  the 
Commission  plans  to  host  a  Disabilities 
Resources  Fair  where  people  can  speak 
direcdy  to  and  see  presentations  by  agen- 
cies, organizations  and  companies  that  serve 


TAX  COLLECTOR'S  OFFICE 

The  real  estate  and  personal  prop- 
erty tax  bills  that  are  due  Nov.  I  will 
be  mailed  at  the  end  of  September. 


people  with  disabilities.  Watch  for  details. 

Website.  You  can  find  out  more  about 
the  Commission's  work  through  its  page 
on  the  Town's  website:  members,  meeting 
minutes,  information  about  the  Ameri- 
can's with  Disabilities  Act  and  so  forth. 
Coming  soon,  we'll  add  more  resources 
about  local  services  for  people  with  dis- 
abilities and  other  links  of  interest.  See 
www.sheffieldma.gov. 

Resource  calendar.  The  "201 1  RS  VP 
(Retired  Seniors  Volunteer  Program) 
Senior  Resource  Calendar"  will  include 
a  new  section  contributed  by  the  Com- 
mission on  Disabilities  with  information 
about  disability  resources,  services  and 
contacts.  The  free  calendars  will  be  avail- 
able in  January  at  the  Senior  Center. 

The  Sheffield  Commission  on  Dis- 
abilities meets  on  the  first  and  third 
Thursdays  at  4pm  on  the  first  floor  of 
Town  Hall.  All  are  welcome. 

— Laura  Grunfeld 


CLEANING  UP  SHEFFIELD'S 
RECYCLING  ACT 

The  Springfield  Materials  Recycling 
Facility,  where  Sheffield  brings  its 
recyclables,  takes  only  certain  kinds  of 
materials.  Materials  that  don't  meet  the 
specs  are  simply  thrown  away. 

By  properly  sorting  out  their  own 
trash,  Sheffield  residents  can  help  the 
town  save  on  what  the  town  pays  to 
truck  recyclables  to  Springfield. 

Here's  another  "trash  tip":  crush- 
ing plastic  containers  saves  the  town 
(and  you)  money,  since  the  hauling 
fees  are  based  on  volume,  not  weight. 

The  recycling  facility  welcomes 
clean  paper  and  cardboard  (but  not 
foils).  Flatten  boxes.  Paper  clips,  staples 
and  metal  spirals  are  okay.  No  used 
pizza  boxes. 

It  takes  metal  cans,  foil,  milk 
and  juice  cartons,  glass  bottles  and 
jars,  tubs  and  jugs.  Labels  are  okay. 
Containers  should  be  rinsed.  Only 
containers  smaller  than  two  gallons 
are  recyclable.  No  Styrofoam,  pill 
bottles  or  packing  peanuts. 

For  a  comprehensive  list  of  what's 
allowed  and  not,  go  to  the  Transfer 
Station's  section  of  the  town  website. 
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Specialized  Sandwiches, 
Soups,  Salads  &  Homemade  Foods 

Lottcry  .  Beer  .  Wine  *  Groceries 

139  South  Main  St.,  Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-6610 


Fine  Gardens  •  Stonework  •  Tree  Care 
Plant  Health  Care 


"Our  apple  trees  look  so  much  better 

than  they  did  last  year!" 

~  E.R.,  Stockbridge,  MA 


Now  is  the  Time  to.... 

•  Prune  Fruit  Trees 

•  Inspect  Trees  and  Shrubs  for  Diseases  and  Overwintering  Pests 

•  Identify  and  Remove  Woody  Invasive  Species 

•  Plan  Your  2010  Organic  Lawn  Care  Program 

•  Design  and  Plan  Spring  Landscape  Projects  of  all  sizes! 


413-229-8124 
www.Websterlngersoll.com 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


SOUTH  COUNTY  MARKET  MOVES  TO  SATURDAYS 

The  South  County  Market  that  had  been 
held  on  Friday  afternoons  since  May  7  at 
the  Sheffield  Chapel  parking  lot  on  Route 
7,  changed  its  hours  to  Saturdays  from 
9am  to  2pm  as  of  Aug  7.  The  market  will 
continue  through  the  middle  of  October, 
rain  or  shine. 

"We  tried  half  the  season  on  Fridays, 
and  there  just  weren't  enough  people,"  said 
Barb  Davidson,  organizer  of  the  Market. 
"We  had  150  to  180  customers  every  week, 
but  we  have  a  feeling  there  will  be  many 
more  on  Saturdays." 

Some  30  vendors  come  from  as  far  away 
as  Belchertown  and  Millville,  MA,  They 
include  Pittsfield  Rye,  Bowwow  Farms  and 
Bill's  Busy  Bees,  selling  produce,  and  other 
food  items,  jewelry  and  crafts.  Seven  new  vendors  have 
recently  joined. 

The  Market  features  music  on  a  regular  basis,  along  with 
entertainments  such  as  hoolahoop  and  pie -eating  contests,  a 
petting  zoo,  horse  rides  and  face  painting. 

For  more  information,  contact  Barb  at  229-8091. 


Some  of  the  many  vendors  at  the  South  County  Market,  now  on  Saturdays  at  the 
Sheffield  Chapel  parking  lot  off  Route  7. 


SHEFFIELD  TREE  PROJECT 

The  Sheffield  Tree  Project  will  be  holding  a  Community 
Work  Day  on  Sat.,  Oct.  30,  to  plant,  prune  and  mulch  trees 
around  town.  Meet  at  Town  Hall  at  9am.  All  are  welcome. 


v%Zl  Village  on  the  Green  $Z 


113  Main  Street  •  Sheffield,  MA  •  (413)  229-7500 


Wi 
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^Ask  about  platters  for  meetings  and  events— big  or  small  * 


Monday 

♦  Get  spaghetti  with 
sausage  or  meatballs 
with  hot  bread 

Dine  in     $4. 95 
Dine  out    $5. 95 

ALL  DAY 


Tuesday  &  Wednesday 

♦  Get  2  medium 
cheese  pizzas 

$14.95 
Dine  in  or  out 

ALL  DAY 


Thursday 

♦  Chicken  parmesan 
with  hot  bread 

Dine  in     $6. 95 
Dine  out    $7. 95 

ALL  DAY 


Burgers 
Fresh  salads 
Wraps 
Fried  seafood 


ALSO  SERVING: 

•  Specialty  sandwiches 

•  Hot/cold  sandwiches 

•  Reubens 

•  Grinders 


•  Pasta  dinners 

•  Casseroles 

•  Pizzas/calzones 

•  Sheet  pizza 


Sunday  -  Thursday  l  1am  -  9pm     Friday  &  Saturday  1  1am  -  10pm 
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4H  WINNERS 

The  Trailblazers,  a  4H  club  based  in  Sheffield,  won  the  outstand- 
ing education  exhibit  award  at  the  Berkshire  County  4Hfair  in 
August.  From  left  to  right:  Kristen  Wolfe,  Audrey  Bartzsch,  Sebas- 
tian Lawson  and  Thomas  Williams,  all  from  Sheffield.  The  club, 
which  also  includes  faclyn  Derwitsch  and  Charlotte  Smith,  has  been 
hiking  trails  in  the  Southern  Berkshires.  The  exhibit  describes  their 
observations,  discoveries  and  the  fun  they  had  while  on  the  trail. 


SALISBURY  BANK  MOVES  UP  RT.  7 

Salisbury  Bank  officially  opened  its  new  Sheffield  location  its 
new  branch  office  at  640  North  Main  St.  on  Aug.  7.  Instead 
of  the  traditional  red  ribbon  for  the  ceremony,  the  bank  used  a 
ribbon  fashioned  from  $20  bills.  Once  the  ribbon  was  cut,  the 
bank  donated  the  money  to  the  Sheffield  Senior  Center. 

The  larger  building,  formerly  a  Baptist  church,  allows  two 
drive-up  teller  lanes  and  a  drive-up  ATM.  Inside,  the  space 
is  designed  so  customers  can  take  care  of  their  business  with 
privacy  and  comfort. 

AMERICAN  LEGION  NEWS 

The  members  of  the  Sheffield  American  Legion  would  like  to 
thank  all  who  helped  make  our  chicken  barbecue  successful, 
especially  Howden  Farms  for  their  delicious  sweet  corn  and 
Blanche  Bennett  for  the  fantastic  barbecue  sauce.  As  those 
who  attended  noticed,  the  interior  of  the  Hall  has  a  new 
look — it's  no  longer  a  room  with  cement  floor  and  peeling 
paint. The  beams  are  now  a  nice  off-white,  and  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  room  has  been  spruced  up  considerably. 

The  hall  is  available  to  rent,  even  during  the  construction 
of  the  Senior  Center  behind  us.  Contact  George  Oleen  at 
229-6670. 


The  New  Marlborough 

Village  Association 

presents 


music 


more 

music  •  film 
authors  •  art 

At  the 

Meeting  House 

on  the  village  green, 

Rt.  57  in  the  center  of 

New  Marlborough,  MA 


Plus! 
Gallery  Shows 
July  24-Sept  26 


Xuerong  Zhao,  piano 

A  BERKSHIRE  DEBUT 

Scarlatti,  Schumann,  Brahms,  Lisz 

Sat,  Sept  4  at  4:30  p.m. 

The  Apollo  Trio 

Haydn,  Schumann,  Beethoven 

Curtis  Macomber,  violin;  Michael  Kannen,  cello; 
Marija  Stroke,  piano 

Sat,  Sept  11  at  4:30  p.m. 


...a  born  performer' 


"Music  making  of  stature 
and  substance" 

—  London's  Daily 
Telegraph 


Keith  Robinson,  cello 

Donna  Lee,  piano 

Beethoven,  Shostakovich,  Mendelssohn 
Sat,  Sept  25  at  4:30  p.m. 

Award-Winning  Authors 

Mitchell  Levitas  (NY  Times),  host 

Three  nationally  prominent  authors  discuss  the  rewards  and 
frustrations  of  writing  their  recently  published  work. 

Sat,  Oct  2  at  4:30  p.m. 


"...innate  warmth  and  musicality...  a 
vital  energy  to  everything  he  played" 

—  24  Heures  Magazine, 
Lauzanne  Switzerland 


Marion  Roach 

Terry  Teachout 

Scott  Spencer 


FOR  TICKETS  &  INFORMATION:       www.newmarlborough.org      (413)  229-2785 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


ON  AND  OFF  ROUTE  7:  NEW  BUSINESSES  THRIVE  IN  SHEFFIELD 


The  past  years  have  brought  many  new 
enterprises  to  Sheffield,  despite  the 
gloomy  economic  situation.  Many  new 
shops  and  a  new  eatery  have  opened,  and 
their  owners  are  not  only  excited  about 
being  in  Sheffield,  they  are  optimistic 
about  their  business  future.  But  times  have 
definitely  been  hard  for  some  local  busi- 
nesses. The  Sheffield  Market  shuttered  its 
doors  this  past  winter  and  the  storefront 
is  vacant.  Bruce  Sikora  Antiquarian,  The 
Red  Hen,  and  North  Main  are  among 
several  antiques  stores  that  have  gone  out 
of  business  or  relocated. 

Here  are  some  of  the  businesses  we 
saw  on  a  drive  on — and  ofF — Route  7. 


House  is  open  every  day  but  Tuesday 
from  11:30am  to  8:30pm  and  Friday  and 
Saturdays  from  11:30  to  9:30. 

Three  new  stores  have  opened  on 
Route  7  in  the  Great  Finds  Antiques  and 
Art  Center.  Berkshire  Hills  Vintage  and 
Fine  Jewelry,  which  used  to  be  in  Great 
Barrington,  came  to  this  space  three 
months  ago  and  is  open  Fridays  and  Sat- 
urdays only.  Owner  Joanne  Brett  Simms, 
who  proudly  relates  that  her  family  has 
lived  in  Monterey  since  1763  when  King 
George  gave  her  ancestors  a  land  grant 
there,  buys  and  sells  estate  and  vintage 
gold  and  silver  jewelry.  Browsing  in  her 
display  cases  will  thrill  any  collector  of 


A  few  years  ago  the  Marketplace  Cafe      one-of-a-kind  bracelets,  pendants,  rings 


moved  from  Great  Barrington  to  Elm 
Court  opposite  the  post  office.  This  past 
February,  Corey  and  Kendra  Chapman 
opened  Chapman's  Chowdah  House  at 
the  rear  of  the  Sheffield  Pub  on  Route  7 
and  Miller  Ave.  Kendra  was  the  general 
manager  of  the  White  Hart  in  Salisbury, 
CT,  from  2000  to  2009  and  Corey  was 
the  morning  radio  host 
on  WQQQ  in  Lakeville 
and  a  bartender  at  the 
White  Hart  when  they 
decided  to  open  their 
own  restaurant.  There 
are  a  few  tables  in  the 
restaurant  and  a  full 
bar  is  available,  but  the 
Chapmans  focus  mainly 
on  take -out.  True  to 
its  name,  New  England 
clam  chowder  is  the 
specialty  of  the  house, 
but  they  serve  many 
other  soups,  including 
vegetarian  styles,  and  the 
main  menu  offers  a  wide  variety  of  sides, 
snacks,  sandwiches,  wraps  and  hoagies 
such  as  a  corned  beef  reuben  served 
with  sauerkraut  and  a  blackened  chicken 
quesadilla  with  caramelized  onions. 
The  separate  pizza  menu  now  has  flat 
bread  pizzas  in  addition  to  traditional 
ones  and  gourmet  pizzas  such  as  thin 
sliced  potato  and  truffle  oil  with  shaved 
parmesan  pizza.  Full  dinner  entrees 
and  salads  as  well  as  custom  catering 
are  also  available.  Chapman's  Chowdah 


or  pins.  One  unique  piece  displayed  is  a 
sovereign  purse  from  the  1780s,  origi- 
nally used  as  a  holder  for  a  gold  sovereign, 
which  can  be  worn  as  a  necklace.  Joanne 
says  that  her  prices  are  reasonable  for  the 
type  of  jewelry  she  carries. 

Sharing  the  space  with  Joanne  is 
Gems  'n  Silver,  owned  by  95-year-old 


Route  7  Accessories  is  in  front  of  Great  Finds  Antiques 


George  Sassen,  assisted  by  Mary  Har- 
rington. George  also  moved  to  the  Great 
Finds  building  from  Great  Barrington, 
where  he  had  a  store  on  Main  St.  since 
1972,  and  is  open  Fridays  and  Satur- 
days. He  does  mostly  jewelry  repair, 
stone  resetting  and  pearl  restringing, 
but  he  also  makes  specialty  items,  many 
from  semi-precious  stones,  and  custom 
pieces  that  turn  old  jewelry  or  found 
items  into  wearable  art.  He  can  redo  a 
pin  so  that  it  becomes  a  bracelet  or  an 


antique  button  so  it  becomes  a  ring.  "If 
you  dream  it,"  George  said, "I  can  make 
it.  My  work  is  a  collaborative  effort 
between  me  and  the  customer."  George's 
workshop  is  in  Alford  and  items  brought 
in  for  repair  Friday  or  Saturday  are  usu- 
ally ready  the  following  week. 

Also  in  the  Great  Finds  building  is 
Route  7  Accessories,  owned  by  long- 
time Sheffield  resident  Anne  Candee, 
who  sells  scarves,  women's  handbags, 
duffels,  backpacks,  locally  made  lotion, 
knitting  and  sewing  accessories,  costume 
jewelry  and  Massachusetts  souvenirs.  The 
store  is  filled  with  merchandise  that  teen- 
agers and  grownups  alike  will  appreciate, 
and  the  prices  are  very  budget-friendly. 
Anne  is  very  excited  about  having  this 
new  shop  in  her  hometown  and  says  that 
she  hopes  soon  to  have  knitting  classes 
and  beading  supplies.  "If  you  are  looking 
for  something,"  she  says,  pointing  to  her 
shelves,  "I  probably  have  it,  and  if  I  don't, 
I  can  try  to  get  it!" 

Across  the  parking  lot,  in  what  was 
the  Corn  Crib  until  two  years  ago,  Ruth 
Zeigler  still  owns  and  runs  Dolls  and 
Dwellings.  She  and  her  husband  Don, 
who  died  in  2002,  owned  the  Corn  Crib 
farm  stand  for  many  years  and  Dolls  and 
Dwellings  was  a  small  part  of  that  busi- 
ness. Now,  the  entire  space  is  devoted  to 
dolls  of  all  kinds  -  antiques,  collectibles, 
play  dolls  and  doll  accessories,  along 
with  doll  houses  of  every  kind,  doll 
house  furniture,  and  teddy  bears.  In 
addition,  Ruth  does  doll  repair,  restora- 
tions and  appraisals. 

Further  south  on  Route  7,  in  part 
of  the  old  Bradford's  Auction  House,  is 
Mix  on  Main,  which  until  this  past  June 
was  Retrouve.  Mix  on  Main  is  co- owned 
by  Harvey  Weiner,  Andre  Gordon,  Leo 
McLaughlin  and  Alex  Mulens  and  their 
large  showroom  of  furniture,  lighting  and 
accessories  is  aptly  named  because  it  is 
a  mix  of  art  deco,  industrial  style,  Hol- 
lywood glamour,  folk  art  and  mid- century 
modern.  Their  emphasis,  according  to 
Harvey,  is  on  20*  century  decorative 
items,  and  their  focus  is  on  design  and 
decoration. "Most  people,"  he  says,  "are 
interested  in  decorating  their  homes  rather 
than  in  purchasing  valuable  antiques." 
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Hie  Grange  Hall  on  Route  7,  built 
around  1928  as  an  agricultural  organiza- 
tion, has  found  new  life  as  Grange  Hall 
Antiques,  which  opened  in  August  2009. 
Owner  Michael  Buchanan  had  a  design 
and  architectural  office  and  antiques 
showroom  in  New  York  City  for  many 
years  and  this  is  his  first  venture  into  retail 
antiques.  He  was  originally  looking  for  a 
barn-type  storage  facility  in  this  area  but 
when  the  Grange  Hall  went  up  for  sale,  he 
decided  that  it  would  make  a  wonderful 
showroom  and  store. 

The  huge  display  room — originally 
built  with  steel  construction  so  the  room  is 
one  huge  space — is  done  up  as  a  magnifi- 
cent English  drawing  room  of  a  by-gone 
era.  Michael's  interest  concentrates  on  the 
old-school  decorative  look  that  he  believes 
is  coming  back  into  vogue.  He  offers  a  rich, 
luxurious  type  of  furnishings  that  "won't 
break  the  customer's  bank."  The  antiques 
from  the  1850s  to  the  1920s  have  a  Euro- 


The  Splendid  Peasant  is  now  in  its  owners' 
home  on  Foley  Rd. 

pean  look  which,  according  to  Michael, 
"capture  the  essence  of  a  certain  opulence 
that  is  now,  because  of  todsay's  economy, 
more  affordable."  Since  he  started  at  the 
worst  of  times,  he  thinks  business  can  only 
get  better.  His  long  range  plan?  He'd  like 
to  open  a  vegetarian  cafe  in  the  lower  level 
and  feature  food  from  local  harvests,  much 
as  the  original  Grange  Hall  did. 

At  the  other  side  of  town,  on  Foley 
Rd.,just  south  of  Kelsey  Rd.,  Martin  and 
Kitty  Jacobs  have  reopened  The  Splendid 
Peasant  in  their  new  home.  The  Splendid 
Peasant  was  a  fixture  in  Egremont  from 
1987  until  2005,  and  everyone  interested 
in  folk  art  knew  about  their  store.  After 
leaving  Egremont  the  couple  opened  a 


store  in  Rhode  Island  but  missed  the 
Berkshires  and  decided  to  move  back. 
Their  showroom  is  their  home — a  mod- 
ern structure  of  white  stone  and  glass — 
and  the  19th  and  early  20th  century  folk 
art  they  sell  is  found  throughout  their 
living  space. 

Most  of  the  weather  vanes,  hand- 
made game  boards,  decoys,  gargoyles 
and  other  pieces  are  visually  bold  and, 
says  Kitty,  "please  us,  and  hopefully  will 
please  the  customer.  We  look  for  objects 
that  show  the  history  and  evidence  of 
use  and  wear — pieces  that  have  a  mildly 
ravaged  surface."  Unlike  their  store  in 
Egremont,  which  was  in  a  1730  black- 
smith shop,  the  folk  art  seen  here  pops 
out  to  the  observer  because  it  is  in  such 
a  minimalist,  contemporary  setting. 
Their  gallery  is  open  by  appointment 
only,  and  their  website,  splendidpeasant. 
com,  can  be  viewed  online. 

— Judith  Schumer 


REVERSE  MORTGAGES 

BIGGER  LENDER-  FASTER  CLOSINGS  -  SAME  GREAT  SERVICE 


Jessica  Krupskt 

Reverse  Mortgage  Consultant 

Senior  Products  Group 

Wells  Fargo  Home  Mortgage 

Serving  Western  Massachusetts  and 

Connecticut  Regions 

888  229-9908  Office 

413  329-8399  Ceil 

jessica.krupski@wellsfargo.com 


A  J* 


PRECISION 

AUTOCRAFT  inc. 

HIGH  QUALITY  BODY  REPAIR  &  FINISHING 

Complete  Collision  •  Paint  •  Glass  Services 

Laser  Frame  Measuring 

Computer  Controlled  Estimating  and  Paint  Mixing  Systems 

THOMAS  M.  ANDRUS 

Rt.  7,  1939  No.  Main  St.,  Sheffield  MA  01 257 

(413)528-1457  1-800-734-1457 

Fax  (413)528-0186  •  precision.auto@roadrunner.com 


Master  License 
#A9383 


Fully  Insured 
30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 


New  Construction 
Landscape  Lighting 
Renovations 
Modular  Homes 

413-229-2561 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  EVENTS 

Sheffield  Trivia  Night.  Friday,  Sept. 
10,  at  7:30,  in  Dewey  Hall.  This  fun 
evening  of  trivia  and  facts  about  our  town 
is  presented  by  Phil  Smith  of  Lee,  the 
creator  of  the  "Love  the  Berkshires  Quiz 
Game."  Phil  taught  history  for  34  years 
in  New  Hampshire  and  Connecticut.  He 
has  always  liked  trivia  games,  and  his  wife 
suggested  a  board  game  as  a  retirement 
project.  His  board  game,  in  the  form 
of  a  map,  crams  more  than  5,000  facts 
into  nearly  2,400  questions  about  the  32 
towns  and  cities  that  comprise  Berkshire 
County.  This  night  will  focus  on  Sheffield 
and  South  County. 


House  Moving  &  Restoration 
Exhibit.  Through  Sun.,  Sept.  26,  at 
the  Old  Stone  Store.  Photographic 
artist  and  stage  designer  Marsha  Gins- 
berg has  documented  the  moving  of 
the  ca.  1840  Conway  House  from  Bow 
Wow  Rd.  in  Sheffield  to  Jug  End  Rd. 
in  Egremont.  The  foundation  of  the 
house  is  constructed  with  marble  from 
a  local  quarry,  and  because  it  remained 
in  one  family  for  many  generations  the 
house  was  largely  unaltered.  A  secret 
room  in  the  cellar  suggests  that  the 
house  may  have  been  a  stop  on  the 
Underground  Railroad. 


JENNINGS  LEAVING  AS 
SOCIETY  ADMINISTRATOR 

Joanna  Jennings  is  leaving  her 
position  at  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber to  take  a  museum  position 
near  Boston.  She  had  served  as 
administrator  for  the  Society  for 
three  years. 

"I  think  what  I'll  miss  most  is  the 
sense  of  community  kindled  among 
friends,  colleagues,  mentors,  and  the 
wonderful  volunteer  support,  which 
is  uniquely  Sheffield,"  she  said  in  her 
resignation  announcement."Leav- 
ing  Sheffield  is  a  bittersweet  thing. 
I  would  like  to  thank  all  of  you  for 
making  my  time  here  as  memorable 
and  eventful  as  it  was." 

The  Society  is  looking  to  fill  the 
position.  See  the  ad  on  page  7. 


KIWANIS  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 


Honors  for  Sheffield  Kiwanians.  The 

New  England  District  Convention  held 
in  Mansfield,  MA.  in  August  was  a  win- 
win-win  weekend  for  the  Sheffield  club. 
Vesta  Browne  won  her  bid  for  Governor- 
Elect  of  the  NE  District.  She  will  take 
office  at  next  summer's  convention  and 
govern  all  the  clubs  in  Maine,  Vermont, 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Con- 
necticut, Rhode  Island  and  Bermuda 
from  Oct.  1,  2011,  thru  Sept.  30,  2012. 
Only  one  other  Sheffield  member  has 
risen  to  this  high  office — R.  Michael 
Kirchner  about  a  decade  ago. 

Denise  Rueger  was  installed  as  Lt.  Gov- 
ernor for  Division  21,  which  covers  about 
a  dozen  Kiwanis  clubs  in  Berkshire  and 
Hampden  counties.  The  20-plus  lieutenant 
governors  form  the  board  for  the  current 


governor,  Ron  Sanville  of  Vermont. 

Joe  Todd  was  named  "Outstanding 
Club  Secretary"  in  the  district — we 
never  had  that  win  before!  The  club  was 
also  honored  as  "distinguished."  Dick 
Goodwin  received  a  ribbon  for  publish- 
ing the  weekly  newsletter,  and  the  club 
was  recognized  for  work  with  Young 
Children  Priority  One.  All  of  this  made 
the  convention  of  2010  a  very  "profitable" 
weekend  for  the  Sheffield  Kiwanis  Club! 

Football  fundraiser.  Our  Kiwanis 
trailer  was  on  the  Monument  Mountain 
campus  on  Sunday,  Aug.  29,  for  the 
Youth  Football  fundraiser,  an  all-day 
affair  with  good  attendance 

Sheffield  Fair  and  the  Steak  Roast. 
The  Sheffield  Cafe  (our  trailer)  will  be 
serving  food  and  drink  at  the  Sheffield  Fair 


on  Saturday,  Sept.  11,  at  the  Town  Park. 

Later  that  same  day,  the  trailer  moves 
to  the  center  of  town,  where  the  annual 
Sheffield  Kiwanis/ Firemen's  Steak  Roast 
will  be  held  at  the  Firehouse.  Buy  your 
tickets  in  advance  from  any  fireman  or 
Kiwanian  and  save:  only  $20  for  that 
juicy  grilled  steak,  baked  potato,  salad, 
corn-on-the-cob  and  your  choice  from 
a  vast  array  of  desserts.  Tickets  at  the 
door  will  cost  $25.  Food  serving  begins 
at  4:30  and  continues  until  7pm.  Soda 
and  beer  and  hotdogs  will  be  on  sale, 
too.  Stay  for  the  live  music  and  check 
out  the  silent  auction.  Profits  from  this 
event  are  divided  between  the  Shef- 
field Hose  Co.  #  Is  Building  Fund  and 
Kiwanis  sponsored  services. 

— Dick  Goodwin 


CARL  VAN  DEUSEN 

ELECTRICIAN  -  MA  LIC.  #36403E 

HEATING /AIR  CONDITIONING 

MA  LIC.  #BU024769  /  CT  LIC.  #353948 

OVER  30  YEARS  EXPERIENCE  IN  THE  TRADES 

ZENEX  CENTRAL  VACUUM  SYSTEMS 

AUTHORIZED  DISTRIBUTOR  -  SALES,  SERVICE, 

INSTALLATION 

PHONE:  413-229-8624 


PE  VRIES  BUILDING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD      SHEFFIELD,  MA 


Lumber 

Garden  Supplies 

Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


Masonry 
Paint 

Insulation 
Hardware 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at  De  Vries. 

41 3-229-8777        41 3-229-8820  FAX 
www.devriesbuildingsupply.com 
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LAND  TRUST  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 

Mountainside  preserved* 

Thanks  to  the  Sheffield 
Land  Trust's  ability  to  move 
quickly  and  facilitate  the 
transaction,  85.5  acres  of  for- 
ested wildlife  habitat  adjacent 
to  the  Appalachian  Trail  in 
the  northwest  Sheffield  and 
southeast  Egremont  has  been 
conserved.  The  parcel,  called 
the  Dolomite  Ledges  Wildlife 
Management  Area,  was  pur- 
chased by  the  Dept.  of  Fish 
and  Game  for  $735,000  and 
will  be  managed  by  the  Divi- 
sion of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife.  It  also  abuts  the  Mt.  Everett 
and  Jug  End  State  Reservations  in  Sheffield  and  Egremont. 

The  property  had  been  in  the  Curtiss  family  for  generations. 
"We  were  happy  to  be  able  to  help  the  family  and  the  Com- 
monwealth protect  this  mountainside,"  said  Kerry  Douglas,  vice 
president  of  the  Land  Trust.  "It's  an  anchor  for  the  western  side 
of  our  Sheffield-Egremont  Corridor  project  with  the  Egremont 
Land  Trust,  where  we  are  working  with  families  in  our  commu- 
nity to  protect  a  tapestry  of  more  than  2,000  acres  of  working 
farms  and  wildlife  areas  in  our  two  towns." 

Challenge  fund  announced.  The  boards  of  the  Sheffield 
and  Egremont  Land  Trusts  have  each  raised  $250,000  to  create 
a  $500,000  matching  fund  to  jump-start  fundraising  for  the 
Sheffield-Egremont  Corridor  project.  The  fund  will  match 
donations  and  pledges  from  individuals,  businesses  and  founda- 
tions between  now  and  June  2011  dollar  for  dollar,  effectively 
doubling  the  donations  of  those  giving  to  the  project. 

Some  $2  million  must  be  raised  toward  the  $4.5  million 
total  for  this  phase  of  the  Corridor  Project,  which  will  protect 
one  of  the  most  iconic  landscapes  in  the  region.  So  far,  $880,000 
has  been  raised  in  donations,  grants  and  pledges — the  $500,000 
available  for  matching  and  $380,000  in  unmatched  contribu- 
tions raised  before  the  fund's  establishment. 

For  more  information  on  how  to  help,  contact  the  Shef- 
field Land  Trust  at  229-0234,  shefland@bcn.org,  or  check  the 
website  at  www.sheffieldland.org. 

Upcoming  events 

Bike-a-thon  through  the  Sheffield-Egremont  Corridor.A 

bike  event  organized  by  BerkShares  for  Sun.,  Sept.  26,  can  also 
benefit  the  Land  Trust  if  you  mention  our  name  when  you 
sign  up.  The  "Ride  for  the  Local  Economy"  starts  at  2pm  at  the 
Route  7  Grill  and  covers  a  10-mile  triangle  up  the  Sheffield- 
Egremont  Rd.,  Route  23  and  West  Sheffield  Rd. 

BerkShares,  which  promotes  the  local  economy  via  an 
alternative  currency,  has  signed  up  several  nonprofit  partners 
in  addition  to  the  Land  Trust,  including  the  Appalachian  Trail 
Conservancy  and  the  Berkshire  Bike  Path  Committee.  Berk- 
Shares will  give  25  percent  of  the  pledges  raised  back  to  the 
nonprofit  that  recruited  them.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.berkshares.org  or  call  528-1737. 

Art  show  to  benefit  the  Sheffield-Egremont  Corridor, 
"Images  from  the  Fields  "  a  collaboration  between  the  Housatonic 


Speakers  Kerry  Douglas  from 
the  Land  Trust,  Narain  Schro- 
ederfrom  Berkshire  Natural 
Resources  Council,  Wayne 
Klockner from  The  Nature  Con- 
servancy, Mary  Edwards,  Com- 
missioner of  the  Dept.  of  Fish  &■ 
Game,  Bob  O'Connor,  Director 
of  Land  and  Forest  Policy  for  the 
Executive  Office  of  Energy  & 
Enviornmental  Affairs  address 
those  gathered  to  celebrate  the 
protection  of  three  properties  in 
Sheffield  and  Egremont. 


Valley  Art  League  and  the  Sheffield  and  Egremont  Land  Trusts, 
will  features  paintings  in  all  media  of  scenes  from  the  Corridor. 
The  show  will  take  place  at  the  American  Legion  Hall  on  Route 
7  on  the  weekend  of  October  16  and  17,  Saturday  10am  to  6pm 
and  Sunday  10am  to  4pm.  A  reception  will  be  held  Saturday 
from  3  to  6pm.  Proceeds  benefit  artists  and  the  Corridor  project. 
Contact  Joe  Baker,  528-9385,  for  more  information. 

Fall  property  walk.  Each  year  the  Land  Trust  organizes  a 
guided  walk  on  private,  conserved  land.  This  year's  walk  will 
take  place  on  Sat.,  Oct.  23,  at  noon.  The  property  to  be  visited 
is  the  Sheffield  Land  Group's  conservation  restriction  on  Bow 
Wow  Rd,just  east  of  the  junction  with  Giberson  Rd. 
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Collecting,  Preserving  and  Transmitting 
Sheffield's  History  for  the  future 

The  1774  Dan  Raymond  House  Museum  offers  exhibits  & 

tours:  Tuesday-Thursday,  1 1  am  to  4  pm  &  Saturday,  1-4  pm. 

Come  explore  the  daily  lives  of  common  people  from  the 

Revolutionary  generation  onward,  including  the  intriguing 

history  of  the  Sheffield  Tory  for  whom  the  house  is  named. 

The  Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  houses  the  town's  early 

archives,  including  tax  &  real  estate  records,  historic 

photographs,  and  genealogical  research.  Open  year  round, 

Monday  &  Friday  1 :30-4  pm  and  by  appointment. 

Email:  mdrc@sheffieldhistory.org 

The  1834  Old  Stone  Store  located  on  the  town  green 

functions  as  the  Society's  gift  shop  and  exhibition  space. 

Open  weekends,  Saturday,  10  am  to  2  pm 

&  Sunday,  1 1  am  to  3  pm  (April-Dec.) 

159  Main  Street  |  PO  Box  747  |  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413.229.2694  |  shs@sheffieldhistory.org 

www.SheffieldHistory.org 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


NEWS  FROM  BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE 

Butterflies  galore.  Every  year  the  Mass  Audubon  Society  hosts 
a  southern  Berkshire  butterfly  count  that  meets  at  Bartho- 
lomew's Cobble.  Participants  fan  out  from  Sheffield  to  Mt. 
Washington  and  count  as  many  species  and  individuals  as  they 
can.  This  year,  we  came  up  with  17  species  and  118  individuals. 
This  year's  count  was  way  up  from  last  year,  when  the  extreme 
rainfall  damaged  chrysalises  and  adult  butterflies. 

Giant  swallowtails  have  been  spotted!  I  myself  have  seen 
two  recently.  These  incredibly  beautiful  butterflies  are  a  more 
southern  species  perhaps  blown  here  by  a  storm.  They  feed 
mainly  on  various  citrus  plants  but  do  eat  prickly  ash,  which  we 
have  in  abundance.  Let's  hope  these  wonders  are  here  to  stay! 

Nesting  birds.  This  year  has  been  a  great  year  for  sightings. 
Besides  our  giant  bald  eagles,  I've  seen  scarlet  tanagers,  black- 
throated  green  warblers,  saw-whet  owls,  woodcock  and  brown 
thrashers  showing  nesting  behavior — just  to  name  a  few. 

Helen  Macy  of  Ashley  Falls  had  a  pair  of  Cooper's  hawks  take 
up  residence  in  her  back  yard.  She  had  wonderful  views  of  the 
adults  returning  to  the  nest  to  feed  their  chicks  snakes  and  rodents. 


MUMBET  CELEBRATED  WITH  MUSIC,  DANCE  AND  STORIES 

More  than  1 00  people  came  to  celebrate  Mumbet  Day  at 
Ashley  House  on  Aug.  2 1 ,  marking  the  229th  anniversary  of  the 
successful  suit  that  won  Elizabeth  Freeman  her  freedom  from 
slavery.  Otha  Day  and  Youth  Alive  drummed  and  danced.  Graham 
and  Barbara  Dean  shared  new  songs  written  for  the  occasion. 
The  keynote  speaker,  Gwendolyn  VanSant  of  BRIDGE,  talked 
about  the  multicultural  education  work  undertaken  by  her 
Housatonic-based  organization.  (At  left: Tammy  Denease,  who 
played  Mumbet  in  two  rounds  of  story-telling,  and  Zufan  Baz- 
zano,  who  played  Little  Bet  in  the  commemorative  walk.) 

Ann-Elizabeth  Barnes  and  Jana  Laiz  led  more  than  25  people  on 
the  commemorative  walk,  after  which  some  50  people  enjoyed  a  special  Mumbet  Dinner 
at  the  Marketplace  Cafe.The  walk  and  dinner  benefited  the  Elizabeth  Freeman  Center. 
TheTrustees  of  the  Reservation,  the  African  American  Heritage  Trail  and  Crow 
Flies  Press  thank  the  more  than  40  volunteers  and  performers  who  made  the  day  a 
success.  Join  us  next  year  on  August  21 !         — Tammis  Coffin  and  Ann-Elizabeth  Barnes 


But  the  best  of  all  news  was  the  pair  of  meadowlarks 
that  nested  on  Cobble  property  atop  Cooper  Hill  Rd.  These 
splendid  birds  were  once  very  common  but  now  are  quite  rare 
due  to  decreased  farmland  and  the  lack  of  unused,  fallow  fields 
where  the  birds  can  raise  their  young  unmolested.  In  1974- 
1979,  when  the  first  Massachusetts  Breeding  Bird  Atlas  was 
conducted,  almost  every  topographical  block  in  our  area  had 
nesting  meadowlarks.  This  is  the  only  pair  I  have  seen  in  the 
eight  years  I  have  been  here  and  may  be  the  only  pair  in  the 
southern  Berkshires  counted  for  the  2007-2011  Atlas. 

Volunteer  thanks.  This  year  has  been  an  amazing  year  for 
community  support  of  Bartholomew's  Cobble.  There  is  always 
something  that  needs  doing  on  a  329-acre  nature  preserve, 
and  combatting  invasive  species  is  top  of  list.  The  Cobble  is  a 
National  Natural  Landmark  because  of  its  biodiversity,  which  is 
continually  being  threated  by  non-native  plants. 

Volunteers  turned  out  in  droves  this  year,  and  I  would  like 
to  thank  some  of  them  here.  Liz  Hobby,  Nancy  and  Richard 
King,  Sam  and  Steve  Williams  and  members  of  the  Pioneer 

Valley  Hiking  Club  pulled  garlic  mus- 
tard. An  army  of  50-plus  Girl  Scouts 
and  chaperons  under  the  leadership 
of  Laurie  Harrison  descended  upon 
the  Cobble  to  further  scour  it  of 
garlic  mustard.  The  SCA  Americorps 
Program  sent  out  a  crew  to  lend  a 
hand,  as  did  Berkshire  School  on  its 
Gracious  Living  Day.  Sarah  and  James 
Siket  brought  nine  local  teens  from  the 
Southern  Berkshire  Educational  Col- 
laborative to  dig  up  Japanese  barberry 
plants.  Special  thanks  goes  to  Helen 
Macy,  Ann  Riou  and  Melissa  Fogh- 
erty,  who  showed  up  every  Thursday 
this  summer.  Thank  you  all  that  have 
helped  out  this  year — we  couldn't  have 
done  it  all  without  you! 

— Rene  Wendell,  Conservation  Ranger 
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Custom  Cabinetry,  Furniture 
and  Remodeling 


Anthony  Giunta,  jr. 

413.329.5924 

www.ToSaDesign.com 

Sheffield,  Massachusetts 

CT-HIC  0625238  I  MA-HIC  164732 


DOMINICK  &  DOMINICK  LLC 

Pamela  Bloodivorth 

Financial  Advisor 
Investments 


150  E.  52nd  Street  2125588820 

3RD  floor  8002212869 

New  York,  NY  10022  212  750  6475  fax 

pbloodworth@dominickanddominick.com 
413  229  3530  by  app't  Fridays 
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EVENTS  AT  BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE  &  ASHLEY  HOUSE 


Labor  Day  Canoe  Trip 

Mon.,  Sept.  6, 9am- 1 2noon.  Enjoy  a  guided  leisurely  paddle  along  the 
Housatonic  River  to  the  Konkapot  River  and  back.AII  equipment  pro- 
vided. Adults  $30,  children  $  1 5.  Members  $24/$  1 0.  Please  pre-register. 

Grandparents'  Day 

Sun.,  Sept  12.  Grandparents  who  are  Berkshires  residents  and  grand- 
children receive  free  admission  at  fourTrustees  of  Reservations  historic 
houses,  including  Ashley  House,  by  presenting  a  valid  Massachusetts 
Driver's  license. 

Sunset  Serenade  on  Hurlburt's  Hill 

Sat.,  Sept.  1 8, 5-7pm   (rain  date  next  day).  An  evening  of  outdoor  Bagpipe 
music  with  Don  Worth  at  one  of  the  best  sunset  views  in  the  Berkshires. 
Bring  a  picnic,  chair  or  blanket  and  hike  up  the  hill.  Adults  $  1 0,  children 
$1.  Members  $8/free.  Please  pre-register. 

Housatonic  River  Moonlight  Paddle 

Tuesday  Sept  2 1 , 6-8pm.Watch  for  beaver,  bats  and  evening  wildlife 
and  the  rising  moon  with  a  guide. All  equipment  provided.  Adults  $30, 
children  $  1 5.  Members  $24/$  1 0.  Please  pre-register. 

Ashley  House  Stories  of  Freedom 

Saturdays  and  Sundays  through  Oct.  1 0,   1 0am-4pm.  Hear  two  very  dif- 
ferent stories  of  freedom  at  the  oldest  house  in  the  Berkshires.  Hourly 

Bartholomew's  Cobble,  a  329-acre  property  of  The  Trustees  of  Reserva- 
tions with  five  miles  of  trails,  is  located  on  Weatogue  Rd.  in  Ashley 
Falls.  It's  open  year-round,  daily,  sunrise  to  sunset.  The  Visitor's  Center 
is  open  9am-4:30pm.  From  Rt.  7  in  the  center  of  Sheffield,  travel  south 
and  turn  right  on  Rt.  7 A  and  follow  for  0.5  mile.  Turn  right  on 


guided  tours. Adult  $6,  children  and  members  free. 

Wednesday  Wellness  Walks 

Wednesdays,  8:30-9:30am.  Meditative  walking  and  social  time  led  by 
volunteers  Margo  and  Lawrence  Davis-Hollander.  Free. 

Thursday  Eco-Volunteers 

Thursdays  through  October,  9am- 1 2noon.  Help  maintain  the  biodiversity 
that  the  Cobble  is  famous  for. 

Fall  Foliage  Canoe  Trips 

Sun.,  Sept.  26,  &  Sun.,  Oct.  3, 9am- 1 2noon.  Paddle  a  gentle  section  of  the 
Housatonic  River  watching  for  hawks  and  bald  eagles  with  a  naturalist 
guide.  All  equipment  provided.  Adult  $30,  child  $  1 5.  Members  $24/$  1 0. 
Please  pre-register. 

Columbus  Day  Canoe  Trip 

Mon., Oct  I  l,9am-l2noon.Join  a  naturalist  guide  for  the  last  canoe  trip 
of  the  year.  Adult  $30,  child  $  1 5.  Members  $24/$  1 0.  Please  pre-register. 

Annual  Owl  Prowl 

Friday,  Nov.  26, 7pm-9pm.  Learn  how  owls  hunt  in  the  dead  of  night. 
We'll  listen  to  the  calls  of  several  species  and  try  to  draw  them  in. 
Individual  $6,  family  $  1 5.  Members  $4/$  1 2.  Please  pre-register. 


Rannapo  Rd.  and  follow  for  1.5  mile.  Turn  right  on  Weatogue  Rd.  to 
the  entrance  and  parking  on  the  left.  Regular  admission  is  free  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Trustees  of  Reservations  arid  Sheffield  residents.  Non-mem- 
bers: $5  adult,  $1  child.  To  register  for  events,  call  229-8600  or  email 
bcobble@ttor.org.  Check  the  website  for  the  latest:  www.thetrustees.org. 


FIREWOOD 

Cut  and  split 

Take  delivery  BEFORE 
September  1st  and  save! 

$1 80  per  cord,  delivered  locally 

$650  for  log  truck  load 
of  oak,  maple,  ash 


RJBeham  Forest  Products 

Ashley  Falls,  MA  413-229-2182 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &  New  York  Properties 

Representing  Buyers  and  Sellers  in  the  Tri- 
State  area  for  over  30  years.  If  you  are  plan- 
ning to  buy  or  sell,  please  contact  us.  Our 
office  is  open  7  days  a  week.  We  are  members 
of  the  Berkshire  Board  of  Realtors  and  their 
Multiple  Listing  Service  as  well  as  the  Litch- 
field County  Board  and  their  MLS.  Visit  our 
website  at  www.sandraprestonrealestate.com, 
e-mail:  pressa@verizon.net,  or  just  call  us  at 
413-229-2077. 

575  Sheffield  Plain,  (Route  7) 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 
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FIRE  LOG 


JUNE 

5 

II 


16 


23 


Smoking  wires  at  Lime  Kiln  and  West  roads.Time  out 

5:38pm. Time  in  5:58pm. 

Pool  chemicals  inhaled  at  Spring  Hollow  Lane;  Hazmat  called. 

Time  out  I  l:59am.Time  in  12:26pm. 

Motorcycle  accident  at  Rt.  7  and  Clayton  Rd.  intersection. 

Used  Speedy-Dry  to  absorb  oil.Time  out  5:30pm.Time  in 

9:00pm. 

Alarm  at  I  170  Boardman  St. Time  out  9:41pm. Time  in 

9:57pm. 

Alarm  at  25ThornbushWay.Time  out  6: 1 0am. Time  in 

6:32am. 


JULY 

5 

14 
14 

14 
29 


Car  accident  on  Berkshire  School  Rd.Time  out  2:33pm. 

Time  in  3:41pm. 

Alarm  at  Berkshire  School.Time  out  8:23am. Time  in  8:29am. 

Alarm  at  Berkshire  School.Time  out  5:30pm. Time  in 

6:00pm. 

Alarm  at  755  West  Rd.Time  out  7:04pm. Time  in  7:14  pm. 

Electrical  fire  at  Berkshire  School.Time  out  4:38am. Time  in 

5:18am. 

—  Rick  Boardman,  Chief 


REAL  ESTATE  TRANSFERS 


APRIL 

1 3         Robert  H.  Schlosser  to  James  A.  &  Danielle  D.  Shadic,  prop- 
erty at  222  Water  Farm  Rd.,  $2 1 5,000. 

22  Richard  Kitaeff  and  Barbara T.  Rabinowitz  to  Kenneth  J.  Erry, 
property  at  565  S.  Undermountain  Rd.,  $350,000. 

23  Robert  B.  and  Susan  W  Ledlie  to  Alan  and  Jean  Romeo, 
property  at  1 3  Berkshire  School  Rd.,  $205,000. 

29  ACE  Securities  Corp.  to  Ryan  J.  Shimmon  and  Kathryn  A. 
Effler,  property  at  5 1 3  Polikoff  Rd.,  $  1 75,000. 

30  Thomas  L.  Eisenberg  to  Tiffany  S.  Mooney  and  Michael  R. 
Ramells,  property  at  1 66  Berkshire  School  Rd.,  $225,000. 


MAY 

II 

12 
14 


Mark  E.  Bachetti  to  Brian  L.  Bachetti,  property  at  Hulett  Hill 

Rd.,  $60,000. 

Pittsfield  Cooperative  Bank  to  Brian  J.  Dulin  and  Alicia  J. 

Powers,  property  at  856  Barnum  St.,  $155,000. 

Richard  and  Judith  Lasky  to  Jane  Laning  Majdalany,  property 

at  779  West  Road,  $292,500. 

The  Nature  Conservancy  to  Marilyn  Simon  McMennamin, 

property  at  South  Undermountain  Rd.,  $20,000. 


mtomrn 


Louis  &  Tammy  Pipa 

Proprietors 


TNI  Auto  Supply,  LLC. 

227  Stockbridge  Rd 

Great  Bamngton,  Ma.  01230 

413-528-0838 

Open  7  Days  a  Week 


Dawn  O'Neil's  Family  Child  Care 


HF  iMif'F  if  !*f  Hi 

1701  Hewins  Street 
Ashley  Falls,  MA  01222 

(413)  229-8557 


$$$    BUYING  GOLD    $$$ 
COMPARE  &  SAVE 

Sachs  Reisman,  Inc. 
jewelry  manufacturing 

25  Maple  Avenue 
Sheffield,  MA  413.229.0050 


STD  REFRIGERATION 

Serving  South  County  &  Connecticut  for  Over  25  Years 

SAME  DAY  SERVICE 

Repair  of  Household 
Refrigerators  8c  Freezers        *mm 
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CALL  413-229-8833 

Senior  Citizen  Discount  •  MA  Lie.  #6214 
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Calendar  Page 


September 

6  LABOR  DAY 

8  ROSH  HASHANA 

1 0  Sheffield  Trivia  Night  (p.  26) 

I  I  Oil  and  paint  recycling  (p.  19) 

11  Sheffield  Fair,  (p.  10) 

I  I  Kiwanis/Fire  Dept.  Steak  Roast  (p.  10) 

II  Bobby  Sweet  at  Dewey  Hall  (p.  10) 

14  State  primary  election  (p.  20) 

1 7  Friends  of  Senior  Center  tag  sale  (p.  8) 

/  7  YOM  KIPPUR 

26  BerkShares  Bike-a-Thon  (p.  27) 

October 

2  Hazard  waste  disposal  (p.  1 9) 

2  Blue  Ribbon  Boys  at  Dewey  Hall  (p.  8) 

9  Christ  Episcopal  Trinity  Luther  Silent  Auction  (p.  12) 
/  /  COLUMBUS  DAY 

1 5  DEADLINE  FORTHE  NOVEMBER/DECEMBER  ISSUE 

1 6  "Images  from  the  Fields"  art  show — also  Oct.  1 7  (p.  27) 

22  Library  Book  Sales  begins — through  Oct.  24  (p.  1 3) 

23  Land  Trust  Fall  Property  Walk  (p.  27) 

30  Sheffield  Tree  Project  work  day  (p.  22) 

31  HALLOWEEN 

November  and  beyond 

Nov.  2        State  election  (p.  20) 
Nov.  6        Wang  Dang  Doodle  at  Dewey  Hall  (p.  8) 
Dec.  3         Simon  Winchester  at  the  Library  (p.  1 3) 
Dec.  4        Tom  Smith  (at  Dewey  Hall  (p.  8) 

See  also  the  listings  for  Bartholomew's  Cobble  (p.  29) 


Buy  local,  read  local! 
Please  contribute! 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

Meetings  or  events  that  occur  less  than  weekly  are  noted  with  a  week  number 
-  i.e.  "1sl,  3rd"  indicates  meetings  on  the  first  and  third  times  that  day  occurs  in 
the  month.  *  indicates  appointment  needed.  Town  functions  listed  first. 

Meals  on  Wheels,  Mon-Fri,  except  holidays 
Mondays: 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  7am-12  noon 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3rd 

Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4lh  (2nd  only  for  winter) 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-1 0:30am 

Foot  care  clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr,  1s' 
Tuesdays: 

Building  Inspector,  7am-12  noon 

Council  on  Aging,  5pm,  2nd 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Senior  Center  "Lawn  Chair  Movie, "  11:30am 

Kiwanis  Club,  The  Bridge  Restaurant,  6:30pm 
Wednesdays: 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  3pm,  1s' 
Thursdays: 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4lh 

Commission  on  Disabilities,  1s',  3rd 

Building  Inspector,  Thurs.  3pm-6  pm 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

*  Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am-12pm,  2nd 

*  Hearing  Testing  available,  Senior  Center,  3rd 
Fridays 

Building  Inspector,  7-10am 
Farmers'  market,  3:30-6:30pm 
Saturdays: 
Dewey  Hall  Folk  Music  Series,  8pm,  1s' 
Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  11am,  3rd 
Sundays: 
Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2nd 


SUPPORTTHE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES,YOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER! 

Yes,  I  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times! 

Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of      □  $25  □  $50  D$I00      □  $200     □  $500      □  Other 

made  payable  to  the  Sheffield  Association,  P.O.  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address: 


(where  you  would  like  issues  mailed  to  you) 


Email: 


[]  ''d  ''te  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 


LJ  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous 

LJ  '  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.We  will  mail  issues  for  a  year 
to  everyone  who  makes  a  donation  unless  you  tell  us  otherwise.  Please  check  here  if  you  do  not  want  issues  mailed  to  you:    □ 
The  Sheffield  Association  is  a  nonprofit  organization.  Donations  are  tax-deductible  to  the  fullest  extent  allowed  by  law. 
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DON  T  MISS  THESE  FUN  COMMUNITY  EVENTS: 

Sheffield  Fair 

Saturday,  September  1 1 ,  noon  to  6pm  at  the  Town  Park 

Kiwanis/Fire  Dept.  Steak  Roast 

Saturday,  September  1 1, 4:30  to  7pm  at  the  Fire  House 

Bobby  Sweet  Concert 

Saturday,  September  1 1 ,  8pm  at  Dewey  Hall 


See  page  1 0  for  details! 


